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President's Emissary 
Visits South America 


Dr. Milton S. Eisenhower, as Person- 
al Representative of the President with 
the rank of Special Ambassador, de- 
parted from Washington, D. C., Tues- 
day, June 23, for Caracas, Venezuela, 
on the first leg of a trip taking him 
and his party to all the republics of 
South America. 


The trip was announced April 12 by 
President Eisenhower in a “Message-to 
the Pan American Union” when he 
stated: “I have asked my brother Dr. 
Milton Eisenhower, President of Penn- 
sylvania State College, to visit shortly 
a number of these great republics. He 
will carry to each of the Governments 
he visits the most sincere and warm 
greetings of this administration.” 

The purpose of the trip is for Dr, 
Eisenhower and his party to gain first- 
hand impressions, to listen to the views 
of the leaders in the area and to devel- 
op even closer relations with the coun- 
tries which they will visit. 

The following are accompanying Dr. 
Eisenhower on the courtesy and fact 
finding trip: : 

John Moors Cabot, Assistant Secre- 
tary of State for Inter-American Af- 
fairs; Andrew N. Overby, Assistant Sec- 
retary of the Treasury; Samuel W. An- 
derson, Assistant Secretary of Com- 
merce for International Affairs; W. 
Tapley Bennett, Jr., Deputy Director 
of the Department of State’s Office of 
South American Affairs. 

The return flight to the United States 
will commence in Brazil July 28 with 
arrival in the United States scheduled 
for July 29. The trip will be made in 
a special U. S. Air Force Constellation. 





Work To Proceed on Second 
Step of Australian Project 


Australia’s Minister of National De- 
velopment has announced that work 
will proceed on the second step of the 
Snowy Mountain Hydro-Electric Proj- 
ect. The work will involve the construc- 
tion of: 

@ The country’s largest reservoir on 
the Eucumbene River at Adaminaby. 

@ A 14-mile tunnel under the Great 
Dividing Range. 

® A concrete wall dam 290 feet high 
on the Tumut River. 


@ A large new underground . power 
station. 

The total cost of the projects is esti- 
mated at A£58,600,000. When they are 
completed, the generating capacity of 
New South Wales is expected to be in- 
creased by 33 percent and that of 
Australia by 13 percent. 





Brazil's Outstanding 
Drafts Drop in May 


Brazil’s outstanding draft indebted- 
ness to U. S. exporters dropped $11.6 
million in May to a 10-month low of 


$196.7, the Federal Reserve Bank of 
New York has announced. The drafts 
represent Brazilian indebtedness to 
those exporters whose financing is re- 
ported by the 15 leading banks that 
participate in the Federal. Reserve 
Bank’s monthly survey of Latin Ameri- 
can export credit information. 


The decrease was mainly the result 
of a rise of $12.5 million in Brazilian 
draft payments to $16.0 million, as the 
Banco do Brasil began toward the end 
of the month to utilize the recent Ex- 
port-Import Bank credit of $300 million; 
in addition, new drafts drawn on Bra- 
zilian importers fell by $2.3 million to 
$4.5 million. 


Colombian Collections Increase 


For other Latin American countries, 
the variations from April in draft pay- 
ments, new drawings, and outstanding 
collections were moderate, the only 
changes of note#occurring in Colombia 
and Peru. Colombia accounted for the 
largest part of the increase of $1.2 mil- 
lion in “collections outstanding” for 
Latin American countries othér than 
Brazil. The Colombian increase marked 
the third consecutive month of slow 
rise in that country’s unpaid drafts. 

Colombian imports have been rela- 
tively heavy in recent months; as yet, 
payments have not increased corre- 
spondingly. The slight decline of $1.4 
million in the total of “collections paid” 
by countries other than Brazil was 
largely the result of a $1.0 million fall 
in Peruvian payments. 

Outstanding confirmed letters of 
credit drawn in favor of U. S. exporters 
to Latin America declined again in May, 
dropping $5.4 million .to $151.9 million. 
The principal decreases occurred in the 
amounts outstanding for Argentina, 
Brazil, Mexico, Uruguay, and Venezuela, 
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U. S. exports totaled $1,381.6 million 
in April, compared with $1,378.5 mil- 
lion in March, the Bureau of the Cen- 
sus, U. S. Department of Commerce, has 
reported. 

The gain reflects increases in exports 
of crude materials and finished manu- 
factures, whieh were partially offset by 


decreases in exports of other classes of 
commodities. 





* 


Samuel W. Anderson, Assistant Secretary 
for International Affairs 





U. S. Department of Commerce 
Sinclair Weeks, Secretary 


FOREIGN COMMERCE WEEKLY’ ~~ 


Annual subscriptions: Domestic, $3.50; Foreign, $4.50; single copy, 10 cents. Make remittances payable to the Treasurer of the United 
States and mail either to your nearest Field Service Office or to the Superintendent of Documents, U. 8. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. Address changes shculd be sent direct to the Superintendent of Documents. 


NOTE: Contents of this publication are not copyrighted and may be reprinted freely. Mention of source will be appreciated. 
Published with the approval of the Bureau of the Budget, June 19, 1952, 


t4 f= 


I os 


Loring K. Macy, Director 
Office of International Trade 














ee 











ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Business Continues Slow 





Mexico Strives To Encourage Tourism 


Mexican business continued slow during May, with wholesale and 
retail trade reported at the lowest point since the beginning of the year. 
Collections also were the poorest of the year, imports were running 
below last year’s level, tourist entries still were off, and agricultural 


prospects were unfavorable. 


The Government’s program to raise 
the standard of living of the working 
classes by controlling prices of their 
principal consumption items was moder- 
ately successful and was being prose- 
cuted vigorously, although the press re- 
ported that wholesalers in several 
States were speculating in foodstuffs 
and sabotaging the program. 

There was no relief from the severe 
drought existing in all parts of the 
country, especially in the north, and 
prospcets for cattle and for crops were 
poor. 

On May 23 the Mexican Department 
of Agriculture announced an outbreak 
of foot-and-mouth disease around the 
village of Gutierrez Zamora in the State 
of Veracruz, Experts were dispatched 
immediately and every effort was made 
to confine and eradicate the outbreak. 
Infected herds were promptly slaugh- 
tered but slaughter has now been dis- 
continued. U. S. authorities promptly 
closed the border to imports of Mexican 
cattle cn the hoof and fresh and chilled 
meat, 

Trade Level Lower 

Wholesale and retail trade reportedly 
was at its lowest level of the year. 
Though inventories were down, there 
seemed to be little disposition on the 
part of retailers to increase stocks until 
a sharp upward trend in sales devel- 
oped. In Mexico City, with the excep- 
tion of basic essentials, goods were be- 
ing offered on the installment plan at 
very liberal terms. The most popular 
advertising slogan seemed to be “Buy 
at cash prices and take 24 months to 





Danish Exports to 
U. S. Nearly Double 


Danish exports to the United States, 
including exports to U. S. armed forces 
in Germany, amounted to 123 million 
crowns, or about $18 million, in the first 
4 months of 1953, nearly twice as great 
as the amount in the like period last 
year. This result is attributed in large 
part to the Danish dollar export in- 
centive procedure. 

Imports from the United States fell 
from 290 million crowns in January- 
April 1952 to 98 million crowns in the 
like period this year, reflecting the pro- 
gressive drop in U. S. economic aid to 
Denmark.—Emb., Copenhagen, 
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pay.” Some feel that Mexico’s trade 
and industry are returning to a normal 
pace and that the lush, prosperous years 
of the war and postwar period are gone. 

The quiet business conditions and 
the Government’s policy of cautious 
expenditures noticeably affected the 
country’s imports, which have been run- 
ning substantially below the quantities 
imported last year. Exports, however, 
are slightly above 1952 levels. This 
phenomenon is due fn part not only to 
the relatively high inventories with 
which businessmen began the year, and 
to the recent tariff increases designed 
to cut down the amount of imports; but 
also to the deflationary influence exer- 
cised directly by the Government in re- 
ducing imports of. construction mate- 
rials, and indirectly in slowing the flow 
of purchasing power to people depend- 
ent on the Government for employment. 

Imports during the first quarter were 
valued at 1,339,357,939 pesos, against 
exports of 1,328,487,901 pesos. April im- 
ports totaled 489,193,105 pesos, and ex- 
ports 367,925,863 pesos. Thus the 
traditional second-quarter heavy un- 


favorable balance of trade was being 
evidenced. 


Tourist Trade Declines 


Early indications were that May 
would prove to be the poorest tourist 
season Mexico had experienced since 
the early 1940’s. Before World War II, 
the spring and fall months were be- 
tween-tourist seasons, and it now ap- 
pears that the old pattern has been 
reestablished. The off-season this year 
has been further accentuated by ad- 
verse publicity concernifg reported 
abuses, including overcharging in tour- 
ist centers. The Coronation undoubtedly 
was a factor in diverting tourist traffic 
from Mexico. 

A new Director General of Tourism 
was appointed during the month and a 
National Tourist Council established. 

The Council formulated plans to coor- 
dinate the efforts of official and un- 
official organizations in the field to pro- 
mote domestic tourism; improve tourist 
services and correct abuses; employ a 
more effective publicity campaign 
abroad, particularly in the United 
States; and to encourage the revival 
and continuance of the country’s more 
colorful customs, such as the traditional 
fiestas and pageants, 

Regulations governing the issuance of 


fSurist cards have been revised, and 
such cards will be available at a cost 
of $5 and will permit multiple entries 
during the 6-month period of validity. 
Airlines serving Mexico have indicated 
a willingness to introduce coach service, 
similar to that in practice in United 
States-European travel,. as another 
means toward stimulating tourism in 
Mexico. 


Concern Over Inflation Evident 


The Government’s concern over in- 
flation was evident on several fronts. 
The Administration is reported to be 
undertaking a thorough review of the 
Government’s public works program 
with a view to: 

@ Placing emphasis on smaller proj- 
ects which will come into production 
more rapidly. 

@ Avoiding projects which will cause 
heavy foreign exchange drains. 

@ Giving preference to projects which 
will contribute as little as possible to 
the inflationary pressures within the 
country. 

The liberalization of bank reserve 
requirements effected in April had not 
exerted any very large inflationary im- 
pact by May. The amount of money in 
circulation was substantially the same 
as at the beginning of the year and 
credits and loans granted by the bank- 
ing system as a whole were up only 
slightly in the first 4 months of the 
year. Small and medium-sized business 
concerns were continuing to have diffi- 
culty in securing credit accommodations. 

The cautious, reserved policy of the 
Government is making itself felt in 
various ways. Tax collections in the 
first months of the year have been an- 
nounced as exceeding preliminary bud- 
get estimates by several hundred million 
pesos. Since Federal expenditures for 
public works have not begun on any 
large scale, it may be presumed that the 
Government is showing a budgetary 


surplus and exerting a deflationary 
pressure, 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Import Trade Rises 











El Salvador’s Coffee Prices High 


General business conditions in El Salvador were good in the first 


quarter of 1953. 


The coffee harvest, one of the best in the country’s history, was 
in full progress and selling at high prices. Import trade was seasonally 
high and indicated expanded imports from countries other than the 


United States and increased purchases 
of capital goods. 

Further progress was made in carry- 
ing out the Government policy of diver- 
sifying agricultural and industrial pro- 
duction, and several trade agreements 
probably will help to broaden the for- 
eign trade base. A favorable quarterly 
trade balance and the conservative fi- 
nancial policies of the Government were 
credited with maintaining free and 
stable exchange rates, a low external 
debt and a negligible internal debt, and 
unusually stable price levels. 

Political stability and the relative 
lack of labor unrest further contributed 
to creating good economic conditions in 
the quarter and a favorable outlook. 


Manufacturing Progresses 

Although El Salvador’s only large 
manufacturing irdustry is cotton weav- 
ing, substantial progress was made in 
the first quarter in the field of other 
manufacturing. Up to the end of the 
quarter the Government had approved, 
under an incentive law effective May 
22, 1952, industrial franchises repre- 
senting approximately $4,500,000 in 
capital goods to be imported by licensees 
for manufacturing plants of various 
kinds. 

The country’s first cement plant, hav- 
ing an annual capacity of 1 million 
bags, finished its first batch of cement 
in February. The country’s first true 
shoe factory, which eventually will have 
a capacity of 1,000 pairs daily, was 
nearing completion. A U. S. manufac- 
turer was engaged by the Salvadoran 
management of this factory to draw 
the plans, make out the machinery or- 
ders, set the factory in operation, and 
train workers for 2 months. 

The long-existing electric - energy 
shortage became extremely severe dur- 
ing the quarter. The Canadian-owned 
electric company was faced with the 
dual problem of trying to supply the 
most essential electric: needs without a 
rationing system until the Government- 
owned hydroelectric plant on the Lempa 
River begins operations about the end 
of 1953, and of maintaining good public 
relations during negotiations with the 
Government for the future distribution 
of the Lempa electric energy under 
franchise. 

Sight deposits in the Central Reserve 
Bank and bills in circulation at the end 
of March were equivalent to $64.7 mil- 
lion cOmpared with gold and foreign- 
exchange holdings of $63 million. Al- 
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though this seasonally high coverage of 
nearly 100 percent reflects the heavy 
shipments of the excellent coffee crop, 
the coverage had not dropped below 57 
percent in the previous 11 months. 


Financial Position Favorable 


The Government’s deposits, exclusive 
of quasi-official institutions, in the bank 
at the same time amounted to $12 mil- 
lion compared with $8 million a year 
earlier. The general budget, including 
debt service, amounts to $59.3 million 
for the calendar year 1953. The direct 
foreign debt at the end of March was 
approximately $6.5 million and £535,000, 
and the domestic funded debt was al- 
most negligible. 

Despite the favorable financial situa- 
tion, businessmen, including some im- 
portant foreign creditors, complained 
in the press about the Government’s 
delinquency in meeting its financial 
commitments; the long delays appeared 
to be attributed primarily to the Gov- 
ernment’s accounting system. 

Labor-management relations were 
quiet during the quarter. The first ne- 
gotiated wage agreement between a 
labor union and management, involving 
the Railway Workers Union and the 
country’s two railroads, went into ef- 
fect on February 1, retroactive to Janu- 





Austria, Switzerland 
Sign Debt Agreement 


Negotiations with Switzerland for the 
settlement of certain prewar Austrian 
debts ended April 30, and the Austrian 
Finance Mirfister has been authorized 
to sign the text of the agreement. 

The agreement relates to a Relief 
Credit of 1920, an Embroidery Credit 
of 1933, the Austrian Federal Loan of 
1933, the Austrian Federal Loan of 1934, 
and Austrian obligations under the 
Agreement Concerning the Rhine River 
Controls. The total amount of these 
obligations, which was originally 46 mil- 
lion Swiss francs, or about $11 million, 
was reduced to 8.5 million francs, or 
about $2 million, under the agreement. 

The Relief Credit obligations were 
waived, and obligations under the loans 
of 1933 and 1934 were reduced to 28.5 
percent of the original liability. The 
remaining obligations are to be repaid 
over a 10-year period in 20 installments 
beginning in 1954, 


ary 1, 1953. Although the results seem 
to have been. generally satisfactory, 
there has been some agitation among 
laborers for the fringe benefits denied 
them in the Government-sponsored set- 
tlement. 

The Government’s determination, an- 
nounced by President Osorio in Decem- 
ber 1952, to raise the living standards 
of farm laborers and to facilitate their 
acquisition of land showed considerable 


impetus in the first quarter but later 
received less emphasis. 





India Issues Bonds 
For 5-Year Plan 


Subscriptions for 750 million rupees 
were taken up in 1% days when the 
Government of India floated a loan for 
this amount. It was the first public 
loan since the formal adoption of the 
first 5-year plan in December 1952. 

The National Plans Bonds, First Is- 
sue, are redeemable at par on June 1, 
1961. The income from this loan, bear- 
ing interest at 3% percent annually, 
will be subject to income tax. As the 
bonds are being offered at a discount— 
100-rupee value for 98 rupees 4 annas— 
the actual return to owners will be 3.56 
percent on the initial investment (1 
rupee or 16 annas=US$0.21). 


The 5-year plan involves a borrowing 
program of 3,850 million rupées out of 
a total financial requirement of 20,690 
million rupees in the public sector. The 
amount to be borrowed includes public 
loans, small savings, and other un- 
funded debt. It is estimated that small 
savings, plus unfunded debt accruing to 
the Government under such headings as 
State Provident Funds, will provide 
2,700 million rupees of the total, the re- 
mainder, or 1,150 million, to be obtained 
through public loans. 





Swiss Long-Range Program 
To Combat Unemployment 


A long-range public works program 
to combat unemployment in case of a 
major business recession has been de- 
veloped and will be financed from Swiss 
Federal, cantonal, and communal funds. 

Credits in the amount of 175 billion 
francs, or $375 million, have been ob- 
tained for construction projects which 
have been studied in detail, and for the 
execution of which title to land is as- 
sured. Additional projects, scheduled to 
cost approximately 6.5 billion francs, 
have either not received sufficient fi- 
nancial backing or are still in the plan- 
ning stage.—Leg., Bern. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Dried Fig Duty To Be 
Kept Under Review 


The President has accepted the Tariff 
Commission recommendation of June 3 
that the’ existing rate of duty on dried 
figs should not be disturbed at this 
time. 


However, in his letter of June 26 to 
the Chairman the President directed 
the Tariff Commission to keep. this case 
under review and to report to him 
periodically, in accordance with the 
provisions of Executive Order 10401, or 
at an earlier time if altered conditions 
affecting the industry indicate the de- 
sirability of modifying the restrictions 
now in effect. 

The Tariff Commission had reported, 
in response to a request from the Presi- 
dent, that the increase in duty on im- 
ported dried figs from 2% cents to 4% 
cents a pound ordered last August, fol- 
lowing an “escape clause” investigation, 
was still necessary in order to prevent 
serious injury to the domestic dried fig 
industry. (See Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, June 22, 1953, p. 2.) 

By the terms of Executive Order 
10401, the Tariff Commission is under 
general directions from the President, 
whenever a trade agreement concession 
has been modified, to review the situa- 
tion and report to him as to the need 
for continuation of that modification 
not more than 2 years after the date 
on which it became effective, and there- 
after at intervals of 1 year. 


Rice Licensed Against Allocations 
For 1952-53 Exceeds 10 Million Bags 


A total of 10,155,389 bags of rice was licensed for export against 
the 1952-53 U. S. commercial allocation during the period September 10, 
1952, when rice was placed on the Positive List, to June 29, 1953, the 
Office of International Trade has announced. 


In addition, 984,000 bags which the Department of Agriculture 


estimated were shipped against the 
commercial allocation during the pe- 
riod August 1 through September 10, 
1952, have been charged against the 
allocation. Ot this estimated quantity, 
750,000 bags were charged to the Cuban 
allocation and 234,000 bags to the allo- 
cation for Japan. 

OIT also noted that the amount li- 
censed does not include 5,040,000 bags 
of rice allocated to the Department of 
Defense for procurement by the Quar- 
termaster Corps and the -Commodity 
Credit Corporation for use in Korea 
and Ryukyuan military supply or civil- 
ian relief. Since shipments against this 
amount do not require an export li- 
cense, current figures on such shipments 
are not available to OIT. 

Although OIT is current in handling 
license applications, there was an un- 
licensed balance in the commercial al- 
location as of June 29 of approximately 
1,100,000 100-pound bags for which li- 
cense applications had not yet been 
filed. Countries having the largest un- 
licensed balances were Cuba, 602,927 
bags; Republic of Korea, 339,800 bags; 
and Japan, 69,731 bags. Any part of 





Customs Simplification Act of 1953 
Revised in Proposed New House Bill 


A revised version of the proposed 
Customs Simplification Act of 1953 was 
introduced into the House of Repre- 
sentatives on June 22 by Congressman 
Jenkins, who also was the sponsor of the 
original bill, H. R. 5106. 

The new bill, H.R.5877, has been 
referred back to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, which is expected to 
report it formally before long. This bill 
contains most of the provisions of the 
original bill with various. drafting 
changes. 

The following are the few substantive 
changes made, arranged according to 


section numbers, which are identical in- 


both bills: 


Section 10 (temporary free entry of 
samples, etc.)\—A new provision is 
added whereby photoengraved printing 
plates imported to be reproduced are to 
be denied the privilege of temporary 
duty-free entry under bond for reex- 
portation. This change had been sepa- 
rately proposed in H. R. 4317. 

Section 11 (supplies and equipment 
for vessels and aircraft.)\—The new 
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privilege of withdrawing supplies from 
bonded warehouse or foreign-trade zone 
free of duty and taxes (proposed in 
H. R.5106) would not apply under H.R. 
5877 to vessels or aircraft owned by the 
United States but not operated by it, 
with certain exceptions. 

A provision is added extending duty- 
free treatment to equipment or mate- 
rials used by arriving vessels as dun- 
nage. This change had been separately 
proposed in H. R. 3080. 

Section 13 (administrative e xem p- 
tions.)\—For packages of small value, 
the increase in the value limit for which 
exemption from duty may be granted, 
as proposed in H. R. 5106, would be con- 
fined to articles sent as bona fide gifts 
or when accompanying travelers. In 
any other case, principally mail-order 
shipments, no change would be made 
inder H. R. 5877 in the present $1 value 
limit for duty exemption. 

Section 15 (value.)—The differences 
between the two bills in those provi- 
sions which concern dutiable value were 


(Continued on Page 15) 





the country quotas which was not 
licensed before the close of business 
June 30, 1953, was to be cancelled. 

U. S. exports of rice during July and 
August 1952 amounted to 1,902,042 bags. 
Of this quantity, 1,253,063 bags were 
shipped to Cuba, 376,315 bags to Japan, 
and 206,879 bags to Indonesia. During 
October 1952, 179,200 bags were 
shipped to Hong Kong on an export 
license issued in May. This latter 
quantity does not appear in the 1952- 
53 allocation or in the following table, 
which shows the quantities, in 100- 
pound bags, exported and _ licensed 
against the commercial! allocation, 

[In 100 pound bags] 








Licensed 
Sept. 10, 
Exported 1952 
- July and through Un- 
August June 26, licensed 

Country or area 1952 1953 balance 
Belgium and . 

Luxembourg... 3,355 43,345 15,410 
Switzerland on... seccccee.ese 40,343 19,719 
Other European 

ee ail ttre add a ; 12,299 2,021 
RRR REE 1,253,063 3,972,073 602,927 
Other Western 

Hemisphere 

countries............ 23,173 139,658 950 
Middle East........ 24,670 138,756 10,403 
PINNED 5005 csnssoceenath < aubvapsinconaiaie 18,021 ional 
Japan ........... 3,796,269 69,731 
fe Oe eae ORES 
Indonesia .... p yk eee, Aas 
Rep. of Korea... 2... 200,200 339,800 
New Guimea 2.0... ceccecccececee fs) aero 
en aR REE: 6 COU ccccscemsinetentl 
Ryukus 

(commMeTrCial)....  ........c.s-000 2.008. cciennatel 
U. S. voluntary 

relief agencies... ................ 23,180 1,719 
Other .......... eae 5,587 67 2,755 

ON eiiicdcncins 1,902,042 10,155,389 1,104,435 





Wool Tariff Situation To Be 
Under Continuous Study 


In view of the fact that the price- 
support program on wool for. this year 
ended on April 30, the President has 
advised the Tariff Commission that a 
report from it on the investigation of 
the import situation in. wool and wool 
tops, which had been requested last 
September, would serve no useful pur- 
pose at this time in relation to the 
current program-year. 

However, the President’s letter of 
June 25 directed the Commission “to 
keep under continuous review the De- 
partment of Agriculture programs for 
wool and wool tops and the conditions 
as they may develop so that it may be 
in a position to report to me promptly 
in the event such a report is request 
in the future” 














FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





1958 Dates 

Tune 1-Aug. 31.....8. Rhodesta.............. Central African Rhodes jinn’ 
Exhibition, Bulawayo. 

June 20-Oct. 11....Germany.........000- International Exposition of Com- 
munications (Transportation), 
Munich. 

June 29-July 13...Free Territory 

of Trieste.......... International Sample Fair, Trieste. 
June 30-July 11... England..................... Second British Instrument Indus- 


tries Exhibition, London. 
International Trade Fair, Luxem- 
bourg. 
eed nternational Agricultural Exposi- 
tion, Rome. 


July 11-26..........005. Luxembourg........... 
July 26-Oct. 30..... Ttaly.........s 





July 28-31............. Netherlands............Netherlands Leather Goods Fair, 
Amsterdam. 

July 31-Aug. 9...... ~ peainecmmmpeeees ~ and Industries Fair, Dorn- 

 ) PATALZUBY......0ccececse0- Pogaguavan Industrial Production 

Asuncion. 
Aug. 6-16................ INE <ctntitbtiiinninns The Carinthia Fair, Klagenfurt. 
Aug. 17' Indonesia Indonesian National Exhibition, 
jakarta. 

Aug. 17-26.............. Australia................... National Siar and Indus- 
trial Exhibition, Brisbane. 

Aug. 20-Sept. 20.. Turkey.... . International Trade Fair, Izmir. 

Aug. 22-25.............. Germany.................4erman Watch and Jewelry Spe- 
cialty Fair, Frankfurt am Main. 

Aug. 22-Sept. 6.... Sweden.............c0...... St. Erik’s Fair (International), 
Stockholm. 

Aug. 24-30.............. United States........... International Gift and Fancy 


Goods Show, New York. 
Aug. 27-Sept. 6....French ua- 
torial Africa.....Trade Fair, Brazzaville. 


Aug. 29-Sept. 6.... Switzerland............. Swiss Radio and Television Exhi- 
j bition, Zurich. 
Aug. 29-Sept. 6....Germany................... German Radio and Television Ex- 


hibition, Duesseldorf. 
Aug. 30-Sept. 9.... East Germany......... Leipzig Trade Fair, Leipzig. 











Sept. 1-7 *..............Union of 
S. Africe.......... Industrial Exhibition, Pretoria. 

Sept. 1-10............... Netherlands............. International Industries Fair, 
Utrecht 

Sept.-1-12 2.....0....2--ENZland.....csecsersees: British National Radio Show, 
London. 

ok EEE: Germany.........-00ce+00. Textile Fair, Hannover. 

Sept. 3-17............... Bm gland.......c.csesce- The Engineering, Marine and 
Welding» Exhibition and _ the 
Chemical Plant Exhibition, 
Olympia, London. 

Bape. 4-18. ...ccc.o0c-. BELGIUM... .ccrecccceceercses- Third International European Ex- 
panes of Machine Tools, Brus- 
sels. 

Sept. 5-10.............-GEPMADY.......000Enternational Leather Goods Fair, 
Offenbach. 

Bet. B- FO. ..cececececce I TANCE. ccccccercccssecesseees- International Trade Fair, Stras- 
bourg. 

Sept. 5-23..............1taly..........00 .«e..4nternational Levant Fair, Bari. 

Sept. 6-10...............Germany ~~ ea Trade Fair, Frank- 
urt. 

NS ey ee International Trade Fair, Vienna. 

Sept. 6-27............... GEEOCE......ccccccereeee a ~ a Trade Fair, Sa-~ 
on 

Sept. 7-12 ¥......c.ee--ENZIAN......ccesereeeeeees Physical Therapy International 
Exhibition, London. 

Sept. 12-20. Sweden Swedish Industries Fair (Inter- 
national), Goteborg. 

Sept. 12-25............. BO icccivtnsslntriviccetns International Preserved Foods and 
Packaging Exhibition, Parma. 

Sept. 12-27.............Switzerland.............. National Autumn Fair, Lausanne. 

Sept. 12-27............. Belgium International Trade Fair, Ghent. 

Sept. 12-27............. Yugoslavia International Trade Fair, Zagreb. 

Sept. 12-28............. France <iehappationsl Trade Fair, Mar- 
seille. 

Sept. 13-15............. GEPMANY...cccrsececereees: International Trade Fair (Textile 


Clothing), Cologne. 


Sept. 13-20............. FPTAMCE........ssseenternational Pharmaceutical Ex- 
hibition, Paris. 


Sept. 19-28......g.. Bel Qiumte...ccecececesceeeees International Food and House- 
keeping Exhibition, Charleroi. 
Sept. 20-22............. GEPMAMNY. ....ceccererseeres International Trade Fair (House- 


hold and Hardware), Cologne. 








Sept. 20-30. Italy... National Dairy Fair, Lodi. 

Sept. 21-25.............Unite® States.......... National Instrument Conference 
and Exhibit, Chicago. 

Sept. 22-Oct. 14... Tar ael........cccecocerssereees “Conquest of the Desert’’ Exhi- 
bition, Jerusalem. 

Sept. 24-29...........  GETMANY...0...00000-.Frankfurt Book Fair, Frankfurt 
am Main. 

Sept. 26-Oct. 4..... Austria...... iahorantinnel Trade Fair (Fall), 

raz. 


See footnotes at end of table on page 7. 


é 


1953 Dates 
Sept. 26-Oct. 11... France.......ccccccesecerses =~ ~aene Nautical Exhibition, 
aris. 
International Cotton and Rayon 
Exhibition, Busto Arsizio. 
Berlin Industry Fair, Berlin. 
International Trade Fair, Metz. 


West German Fashion Show, 
Duesseldorf. 


os 
..somalia Fair, Mogadishu. 


Sept. 26-Oct. 11... Italy 





Sept. 26-Oct. 11...Germany 
Sept. 26-Oct. 12... France....... 
Sept. 27-30 *.......... Germany 





Sept. 28-Oct. 12...Somailia... 


Sept. 29-Oct. 2......United States. we National Electrical Industries 
Show, New York. 
Sept. 30-Oct. 11..Itally........... abisivinantian, International Technical Exhibi- 


tion, Turin. 


sessameeeene dnternational Exhibition, Luck- 
now. 


October 1................ IMGia.......00 








Oct. 1-11 France International Automobile, Cycle 
and Sports Exhibition, Paris. 

Oct. 3-18..... ... Switzerland............. International Trade Fair, Lugano. 

Oct. 5-8..... Se ene Eastern Canada All Electrical 
Show, Montreal. 

OS pT ne Shoe and Leather Fair, London. 

Oct. 5-9.................. United States.......... ettenel Hardware Show, New 

or 

Ot, BIB osetia: Switzerland.............. Swiss Fair for Agtiontarsi and 
Dairy Production, St. Gall. 

Oct. 14-24... cee England.......ccess: International Exposition of Ma- 
chinery and Accessories, Man- 
chester. 

Oct. 17-Nov. 1....... Tunisia......................International Fair, Tunis. 

Oct. 18-2B.........00..-GEPMANY......tecsesseses International Bicycle, and Motor- 
cyele Exposition, Frankfurt. 

Oct.-19-28.......0.0.00. United States ~= Netenet Metal Exposition, Cleve- 
and. 

Oct. 21-B1.......cccccscse England.............:000... International Motor Exhibition, 
London. 

Oct. 31-Nov. 16.....France a a ~ ~Some Gastronomic Fair, 

ijon. 

November “........... Netherlands.............Fall Fashion Week, Amsterdam. 

NOV. 2-8......c.cc0c0cc000 United States.......... Women's International Exposition 
of Arts and Industry, New 
York. 

Nov. 6-11 ?............. France................0..--4nternational Horticultural Ex- 
position, Nantes. 

Nov. 9-12............0 United States.......... All Industry Refrigeration and 
Air - Conditioning Exposition, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Nov. 14-21..............England..........0.«...Jnternational Cycle and Motor- 


cycle Show, London. 


Nov. 18-Dec, 2..... England........0........building Trades Exhibition, Lon- 








don. 

Nov. 28-Dec. 8...... Ita@ly.......ccccccccsse-essees International Bicycle and Motor- 
eycle Exhibition, Milan. 

Nov. 30-Dec. 5...... United States.......... Exposition of Chemical Industries, 
New York. 

Dec. 7-11.......c0cc00-+- ON QIANG......cccccseeseosee International Agricultural Ma- 
chinery Exposition, London. 

1954 Dates 

, BB iccecccsnssncsditie See Industrial Exhibition, London. 

January 2....,...0+..+ | OT West German Fashion Show, 
Duesseldorf. 

January ! India International Exhibition on Low 
Cost Housing, New Delhi. 

January +..... International Exposition, Bogota. 

Feb. 11-24 «we: Washington State Third Interna- 
tional Trade Fair, Seattle. 

February .............! GeTMAaDY........c.00000-- International Trade Fair (House- 

s hold Goods and Hardware), Co- 

logne. 

February 1............/ RSCTA ccicencoreseense International Leathergoods Fair, 
Offenbach. 

March 6-22............ 2 eee International Trade Fair, Nice. 

March 7-12............. GeTMANY.....-cseccece00-e- International Trade Fair (Spring), 
Frankfurt. 

March 15-30.......... SID scascasninitntisttiseniails Reggio Calabria Fair, Naples. 





March 20-April 4.Panama... «international Commercial Exposi- 


tion, Colon. 








March 2.,..,...ccccssersees GETMANY ..ccccorserseseeese International Trade Fair (Textile 
and Clothing), Cologne. 

py | Se Light Industries Fair (Interna- 

. tional), Hannover. 

March ! Italy International Agricultural Fair 
and Horse Show, Verona. 

March ! Austria International Trade Fair, Vienna. 

, res Netherlands............International Industries Fair, 
Utrecht. 

BPs 9 caiscnsincivnics Switzerland............International Automobile Show, 
Geneva. 

; RY Germany.........000-...German Toy Fair, Nuremberg. 

March 1...,...0c0reeeseeee DENMALK....cses00ee-Lnternational Technical Fair, Co- 
penhagen. 

April 10-24............. Tapan......ccrsscsenenee International Trade Fair, Osaka. 


CS a ere International Trade Fair, Lyon. 
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Brazilian Hide and Skin 
Output Up, Exports Down 


Reliable trade sources estimate Bra- 
zilian hide and skin production as 
somewhat higher in 1952 than it was 
in 1951. The 1952 output is estimated, 
in units, as follows: 

Cattlehides, 7,080,000; goatskins, 
5,500,000; pigskins, 2,200,000; sheepskins, 
1,500,000; and cabrettas, 1,500,000. Offi- 


cial 1952 statistics will not be available. 


until the end of the current year. 

Hide and skin exports in 1952, 
amounting to 21,748 metric tons, were 
60.5 percent less than 1951 exports of 
55,080 metric tons. The sharpest drop 
was in shipments of salted cowhides to 
the United States and the United King- 
dom, usually the largest buyers of 
Brazilian hides and _ skins. 

Sales of salted cowhides to the 
United States amounted to 5,212 metric 
tons in 1952 compared with 19,910 in 
1951, while those to the United King- 
dom dropped to 1,732 metric tons from 
9,486. 

Czechoslovakia, as a result of a trade 
agreement with Brazil, was the heaviest 
buyer in 1952; taking 5,259 metric tons 
of salted cowhides. No shipments of 
hides and skins were made to Czecho- 
slovakia in 1951, 

U. S. imports of Brazilian dry cow- 
hides in 1952 declined to 538 metric 
tons from 4,289 metric tons in 1951. 
Imports by the United Kingdom de- 
creased from 1,413 metric tons to 590 
in these years. Italy was the principal 
export market for dry cowhides in 
1952, taking 1,332 metric tons, but this 
amount was lower than the 1951 pur- 
chases of 1,582 metric tons. 

Sales of skins, including beaver, ot- 
ter, wild boar, capivara, leopard, deer, 
goat, sheep, and reptile, to the United 
States dropped to 2,170 metric tons in 
1952 from 2,615 in 1951. Shipments of 
these types of skins to the United King- 
dom increased during 1952 to 183 
metric tons from 113 in 1951. 


India Plans New Developments in 
Automotive Manufacturing Industry | 


Measures intended to facilitate the speedy growth of an automobile 
manufacturing industry in India have been announced by the Indian 


Government. 


The measures, based on recommendations made by the Indian 
Tariff Commission after a year-long investigation of facilities in India 


for manufacturing automotive vehicles, 
include reductions in import duties on 
@mponents, special arrangements in 
support of automotive firms with manu- 
facturing programs, revised foreign ex- 
change allocations for imports of auto 
parts and accessories, and a review of 
State and other internal taxes on motor 
transport. 

The new reduced import duties on 
automotive components which went in- 
to effect on May 31, 1953, range from 
22 to 50 percent ad valorem. Under 
this range, duties on a completely- 
knocked-down imported assembly pack 
will now average about 40 percent. The 
previous rates ranged from 28 to 94% 
percent with an average of from 60 
to 62 percent. 

According to the official announce- 
ment, the reductions were enacted 
because the Tariff Commission’s study 
had revealed that the former high 
rates of duty had had a restrictive 
effect on the Indian market for 
vehicles and therefore had hindered, 
rather than advanced, the automotive 
industry. 


Manufacturing Stressed 


It is now anticipated that retail auto 
prices will decline 12 or 13 percent by 
the end of 1952 and that sales will 
increase by 25 percent or more over 
the next 3 years. In terms of customs 
revenue, the duty reductions will cost 
the Government of India up to 40,000,- 
000 rupees (1 rupee=approximately 
US$0.21). 

The Government’s announcement also 
indicated agreement with the recom- 
mendation that the market for vehicles 
in India be concentrated on firms hav- 





ing manufacturing programs. Although 
India has a total assembly capacity for 
84,000 vehicles, sales over the past 4 
years have averaged under 20,000 
vehicles of all kinds per year. 

At present 5 of the 12 automotive 
firms in India have plans for pro- 
gressively increased manufacture of 
components in India and have become 
known as “progressive manufacturers”; 
the other 7 firms are identified as 
assemblers, although their operations 
include some manufacturing. 

As there will be no scope for pure 
assembling operations under the present 
policy, the Government of India pro- 
poses to consult with the assembly 
firms on finding alternative employ- 
ment for affected workers and, if pos- 
sible, for the machinery and equip- 
‘ment now used in such plants. 

The intention is that these plants 
shall cease assembly operations within 
3 years and concentrate on other 
activities, such as the servicing and 
maintenance of vehicles. The announce- 
ment also stresses the need for firms 
with manufacturing programs to pro- 
vide adequate servicing facilities; if 
such services are not forthcoming, it 
would be difficult for the Government 
to continue the program for special 
help and encouragement. 

In addition to a recommendation for 
sharp reductions in foreign exchange 
availabilities to “pure assemblers,” the 
Tariff Commission recommended pro- 
gressively reduced allotments to manu- 
facturers. By 1956, foreign exchange 
allocations to manufacturers should not 


(Continued on Page 9) 
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1954 Dates 1954 Dates . 
April +. Italy International Trade Fair, Milan. 5 Se ee FANCE...200.seceses sosenseee International Trade Fair, Paris. 
| Be a ee FYance.............0.-...International Trade Fair, Lille, WE Fisseserccosnsipntiinn French Morocco.....International Trade Fair, Casa~ 
April 4. Belgium International Trade Fair, Brussels, blanca. 
BIE ocintinntendatcl Bel gium.......escossssee International Trade Fair, Liege. MAY 1 .n-ssesessssrseesee Ttaly International Exhibition, of 7 
APTA 4... .cecccrescees GOPMARNY .eserccerscrccecres Heavy Industries Fair (Interna- Arts and of Modern Architec- 
tional), Hannover. ture, Milan. 
BPE Sa nscsccrrcecissiinres MANGIA. cccccscavsccscien British Industries Fair, London Moab SD cvcnicindirsccinelie United States.......... Annual Office Machinery and 
and Birmingham. Equipment Exposition, 8t. 
April *...................United States.......... Textile Machinery Exhibition, At- Louis. 
lantic City. May tind RVG cmennuttenin International Fair, Tehran. ~ 
ADTil *....,..ceesesveeeses DOMMAPK. .....ceesenseeeee International Commercial Fair, FOG Si cvciinsorrcicczsnintd NR ns oicectcheepserestnis International Trade Fair, Bar- 
Copenhagen. celona. : 
8 ee United States.......... Fegntry rare and Show, SURO A sscsessiitiotiinccend FYAN0C€...........0000-nternational Trade Fair, Bor- 
eveland. deaux. 
May 8-18................ Switzerland............Swiss Industries Fair, Basel. June? Italy Interntaional Trade Fair, Padua, 
May 31-June 11...Canada....................International Trade Fair, Toronto. JOM 4 onic Free Territory International Sample Fair, Trieste. 
May ? Austria. Regomational Trade Fair (Spring), of Trieste......... > 
a e Taz. -_-_ 
gE 2 SR SDAIN........c.coceveeeeeeeednternational Samples Fair, Va- 1 Exact date not yet available. 
lencia. 3 New listings or corrections. 
July 6, 1953 
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Mozambique Car Sales 
May Fall Off in 1953 


Most dealers in Mozambique are of 
the opinion that car sales will fall off 
to some degree during 1953. Buying 
in the past few years has been at an 
abnormally high level, and the market 
is fairly well saturated with new or 
virtually new cars. This is particularly 
true of passenger cars. The curtailment 
of credit facilities, which commenced in 
1952, also is expected to affect car 
sales adversely. Government purchases 
in 1953, however, may be higher than 
usual. 

Under the import license system pas- 
senger cars from the United States and 
Canada are subject to quota limitations. 
Dealers state that a_ substantially 
larger number could be sold if permits 
could be obtained. 


Skoda passenger cars are imported 
from Czechoslovakia under a barter deal 
arranged by the Portuguese Govern- 
ment. It is understood, however, that 
none has been brought in recently, as 
sales are poor and some cars are still 
in stock. . 

Trucks from dollar countries are not 
under the quota system and are subject 
only to the granting of an exchange 
permit. Dealers reported some difficulty 
in securing permits for U. S, trucks 
during the first months of 1953 owing 
to a temporary shortage of dollars. 
More normal conditions are expected in 
the second half of 1953. 

New motor vehicle registrations in 
Mozambique included 983 passenger 
cars and 921 trucks in 1952 compared 
with 887 passenger cars and 958 trucks 
in 1951. Of 1952 registrations, U. S. 
makes numbered 176 passenger cars and 
367 trucks. 


Estimates place the number of motor 
vehicles in operation at the end of 1952 
at about 16,000 units. Diesel trucks 
and buses have increased to about 10 
percent of the total from 5 percent in 
1951. 


High Prices Affect U. S. Sales 


The price situation in 1952 was the 
reverse of that prevailing in the preced- 
ing year. Virtually all U. S. vehicles 
were higher priced, some of them much 
higher. By contrast, Continental cars, 
and to a large extent British cars, were 
reduced in price. This change served to 
widen even further the gap between 
U. S. vehicles and other makes. 

As a result, it is becoming more evi- 
dent. that even e so-called lower 
priced U. S. passenger cars are sold only 
to buyers interested in luxury vehicles. 
Several dealers report that their sales 
are best on cars with white-wall tires 
and all possible accessories. 

Sales of U. S. trucks are still sub- 
stantial, but have diminished to some 
extent on account wf high prices, and 





Spanish Raisin Exporters 
Form Association 


A nongovernmental association 
of raisin exporters was formed in 
Malaga, Spain, on June 5, to con- 
trol marketing arrangements and 
promote’ exports of raisins from 
southern Spain. The new organi- 
zation is called the Asociacion de 
Exportadores de Pasas Moscatel 
del Sur de Espana. 


Formation of this. group follows 
years of effort on the part of vari- @ 
ous local exporters to bring order 
and a monopoly-type control into 
this highly competitive field. 


The new association is said to 
be patterned after the Spanish 
Almond and Hazel Nut Exporters 
Association, which controls export 
prices and marketing practices of 
these products. 











foreign makes are making inroads into 
the market. 

By far the most important develop- 
ment in the trade during 1952 was the 
aggressive sales campaign conducted 
during the latter part of the year by 
the new dealer handling the Volks- 
wagen. Sales of this German make have 
expanded rapidly, a trend which has 
continued into 1953, particularly for 
station wagons and light delivery vans. 


Motorcycle sales are still fairly good. 
This field, however, is entirely confined 
to non-American makes. The Italian 
scooterbike, Lambretta, sold well dur- 
ing 1952, particularly in the interior. 





Japan Plans for Slightly 
Reduced Wheat Imports 


The Japanese Government’s plan for 
imports during the fiscal year beginning 
April 1, 1953, calls for a slight reduc- 
tion from the imports of 58.6 million 
bushels of wheat during the fiscal year 
ended March 30, 1953. The planned 
barley imports, however, are less than 
half the total of 54 million bushels im- 
ported in the last fiscal year. 


Japan’s quota under the proposed new. 


international wheat agreement is 36.7 
million bushels. This quota would be 
about 65 percent of the planned imports 
for the 1953 fiscal year and is double 
the quota under the existing agreement. 

The Government’s plan for imports 
calls for the bulk of the wheat to come 
from North America. A recently con- 
cluded trade agreement with Argentina, 
however, provides for the purchase of 
about 11 million bushels of wheat from 
that country, though some considera- 
tion is being given to limiting the 
amount to about 7 million bushels. Of- 
ficials hope to use a good part of this 
wheat in barter for rice, from surplus 
rice producing areas, 


India Uses More Oil; 
Plans Greater Output 


Oil companies look with confidence 
on the future of India as a petroleum 
eonsuming country, the manager of the 
Calcutta Branch of the Standard Vac- 
uum Oil Co. stated before the Calcutta 
Rotary Club on May 26. 


Before the war, India’s daily con- 
sumption of petroleum products amount- 
ed to 35,000 barrels a day, which in- 
creased to 84,000 barrels by 1951, and 
is expected to exceed 100,000 barrels 
by 1956. Factors causing the increase 
are the rapid pace of industrialization 
in India, the growing mechanization of 
farming, and the many and far-reach- 
ing aspects of the Five-Year Plan. 


In discussing the three refineries 
which are being constructed or are 
contemplated in India by three foreign 
companies, the speaker said that when 
these are in production, India will be 
able to produce 90,000 barrels of petro- 
leum products a day by 1956, or 18 
times the present refining capacity. The 
refineries will produce mainly such basic 
petroleum products as kerosene, gaso- 
line, diesel fuels, and furnace oils. 

He also stated that if current nego- 
tiations between the Government of 
India and his company, regarding explo- 
ration in the Bengal Basin, are success- 
ful, it is hoped that a modern oil pro- 
duction industry will be established in 
that part of the country, 





More First-Feature Films 
Registered in Britain 


A total of 82 British and 328 foreign 
first-feature films (over 6,500 feet in 
length) were registered by the British 
Board of Trade during the film year 
ended March 31, 1953, compared with 64 
British and 318 foreign-first feature 
films registered in the preceding year. 

Of the 328 imported feature films reg- 
istered in 1952-53 more than 75 percent, 
or 249 feature films were U. S. produc- 
tions, 39 were French, 20 Italian, 5 
Soviet, 4 Mexican, 3 German, 2 Polish, 
and 1 each came from Japan, Denmark, 
Sweden, Austria, and Hungary. One 
feature film was a Franco-Italian co- 
production. 

Registration of short feature films, be- 
tween 3,000 and 6,500 feet in length, 
dropped sharply during the past year 
to 35 British films and 121 foreign 
films, compared with 50 British and 158 
foreign short features during the pre- 
ceeding year. Of the imported short 
feature films registered last year 113 
were U. S. productions. 

A total of 326 British short films (un- 
der 3,000 feet in length) was registered 
during the past year compared with 249 
in 1952, and 384 foreign short subjects 
were registered compared with 547 in 
1952. Practically all of the foreign short 
subjects were of U. S. origin. 
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El Salvador To Make 
Shoes by Machinery 


Two shoe factories in El Salvador 
have begun operations under a new law 
permitting the import and use of ma- 
chinery for footwear production. 

The introduction of shoe manufactur- 
ing machinery into the country previ- 
ously was prohibited, and, with the ex- 
ception of some sewing operations, shoes 
were made almost entirely by hand. 
The ban was revoked by a processing 
development law approved by the Legis- 
lative Assembly in May. 

One factory is now almost completely 
mechanized and will have a capacity of 
500 pairs of shoes per 8-hour day, al- 
though this goal will probably not be 
reached until next year. Present output 
approximates 200 pairs daily. 

Capacity of the other establishment 
is expected to total 1,500 pairs daily 
when mechanization is fully completed. 
Present output amounts to about 400 
pairs daily, but expectations are that 
this will be doubled within 1 year. 

Operators of these two factories es- 
timate shoe production in El Salvador 
at about 600,000 pairs annually for the 
past 5 years and predict that this out- 
put can be increased to 1,000,000 to 
1,500,000 pairs in about a year if local 
purchasing power can absorb the in- 
crease. 


Sewing Machines To Be Made 
In Mexico; Imports May Drop 


Sewing machines will soon be man- 
ufactured in Mexico, according to press 
reports. Initially, manufacture will con- 
sist of assembling imported parts in 
cabinets of domestic manufacture. 

Domestic assembly possibly will re- 
sult in increased import duties on as- 
sembled machines, higher retail prices, 
and a decreased market for the im- 
ported product. 

Imports of sewing machines in 1952, 
according to official Mexican import 
statistics, amounted to 99,895 units, of 


which 46,886 were from™ the United 
States, 








India Has New Fertilizer 
Factory in Bihar State 


The State Government of Bihar is 
setting up a modern superphosphate 
factory at Sindri, near Indiajg, large 
ammonium sulfate factory. 

The superphosphate factory, ¢ esti- 
mated to cost $1,470,000, is expected to 
go into production#in 1954. It will have 
a capacity of 240 long tons a day, 
sufficient to meet the needs of the 
State of Bihar for some time to come. 





Japanese imports of corn in fiscal 
1953 are expected to be only slightly 
larger than the 2.8 million bushels im- 
ported in’ 1952. 
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Netherlands Exports of 
Clothing to U. S. Rise 


Netherlands exports of women’s 
wearing apparel to the United States 
increased substantially in 1952, accord- 
ing to the secretary of the Nether- 
lands Wearing Apparel Trade Organi- 
zation. The total value was 2,376,000 
guilders (1 guilder=$0.263) as com- 
pared with only 980,000 guilders in 
1951. Coats, in particular, gained in 
popularity on the U. S. market. Their 
1952 value was 2,151,000 guilders and 
accounted for about 90 percent of all 
Netherlands wearing apparel exports to 
the United States. 

One of Amsterdam’s largest manu- 
facturers of ladies’ coats recently re- 
ported a U. S. order for winter coats 
valued at about 5,700,000 guilders. A 
New York importer of Netherlands 
coats has said that he expects U. S. 
imports of Netherlands wearing ap- 


-parel in 1953 to rise by about 400 per- 


cent over 1952. 


On a global basis, 1952 exports by 
all branches of the Netherlands ready- 
to-wear industry amounted to 75,909,- 
000 guilders as compared with imports 
of 40,796,000 guilders. Exports thus 
returned to the 1950 level, while im- 
ports declined. In addition to gains in 
the U. S. market, the garment indus- 
try was able to consolidate its position 
in other export markets and open up 
some additional new markets.—Cons., 
Amsterdam. 





India's New Developments 
(Continued from Page 7) 


exceed 50 percent of their 1952 imports; 
by that time, it is expected that at 
least 5Q_ percent of the demand. in India 
for component parts of motor vehicles 
will be met from domestic producfion. 


Allocations Adjusted 


For the 1953-56 period, the Govern- 
ment has reserved the right to vary 
allocations to individual manufacturing 
firms according to their rate of pro- 
gress, sales prospects, and competitive 
position, . 

The Government has also decided to 
establish a standing committee to study 
the incidence of present taxes on the 
motor transport industry and to con- 
sider other suggestions for facilitating 
the expansion of both automotive man- 
ufacturing and road services in India. 
Representatives from the Indian Minis- 
tries of Commerce and _ Industry, 
Transport, Defense, and Finance will 
sit on the committee. 


Among the 5 firms with manufac- 
turing programs are the Premier Auto- 
mobiles, Ltd., Bombay, and the Hindu- 
stan Motors, Ltd., Calcutta; these firms 
have working arrangements with 2 
U. S. corporations. Of the 7 assembly 
firms 1 is American-owned, and an 


NEWS BY COMMODITIES 


bak Books 
““ Reports 


European Steel Export and Steel De- 
mand in Non-European Countries. 
Geneva. European Office of the 
United Nations, Palais des Nations, 
1853. 242 pp. $1.25. 


The expressed purpose of this study 
is “to throw light on the possible de- 
velopment of steel demand outside Eu- 
rope, and on the possible level of Eu- 
ropean steel exports in the years 1956 
to 1960; to call attention to the weak- 
nesses in the policies so far followed by 
European steel exporters, particularly 
in regard to prices; and to indicate 
some of the measures which could be 
adopted to remedy them.” 

Part I examines the trends of steel 
demand outside Europe and the possible 
future level of European steel exports. 

Part II gives data on production, ex- 
ports, imports, and consumption of the 
main groups of steel products in non- 
European countries for the years 1929, 
1936 to 1938, and 1949 to 1951. It also 
considers briefly the availability of 
steelmaking raw materials and present 
steel production facilities and expansion 
in those countries. e 

An appendix gives definitions of the 
terms used and the main sources of 
information. Basic statistical data are 
tabulated in the statistical annex. 


United States Income Taxation of 
Private United States Investment in 
Latin America. A United Nations 
publication. New York. Columbia Uni- 
versity Press, 1953. 80 pp. 75 cents. 
This work analyzes the present pro- 

visions of the U. S. tax system which 

modify the tax obligations of U. S. in- 
vestors abroad, particularly in Latin 

America, or which are of special im- 

portance to them. 

Following a general discussion of the 
U. S. income tax and the treatment of 
foreign income, the study discusses the 
foreign tax credit as a means of relief 
from international double taxation, 


(Continued on Page 19) 





assembly plant in Bombay is a wholly- 
owned subsidiary of a Canadian com- 
pany. 

Plants in India assembling jeep and 


- jeep-type vehicles probably will not be 


affected by the new policy. The Tariff 
Commission has suggested that for the 
present the country’s requirements for 
such vehicles be met by existing as- 
sembly firms, although the feasibility 
of combining the manufacture of jeeps 
with other vehicles should be explored 
in due course. ~ 

(See also detailed article on reduced 
import duties in “Controls on Interna- 
tional Trade.’’) 











Trade Promotion Service to Business 


The work of providing service to businessmen engaged in foreign trade may be divided into two 
parts: 

@ Activities to secure the removal of restrictions and to improve the genera] climate for trade. 
@ Service to businessmen on their individual problems. 


Improvement of Conditions for Trade 


1. Trade Agreements, General Agreements on Tariffs and Trade—As a source of information on for- 
eign tariffs, OIT prepares the initial lists of duties suggested for consideration in trade agree- 
ments negotiations. OIT also provides information on special trade problems for briefing of U. 8. 
negotiating teams and members of the teams representing the interests of the business community. 

3. Commodity Agreements and Policy—The commodity agreements work involves participation on 

interagency committees responsible for establishing the U. S. position regarding particular com- 
modity agreement proposals and membership on U. 8S. delegations to international conferences 
called for the purpose of negotiating such an agreement. 
Commodity policy work involves representations to foreign governments regarding actions affecting 
the position of U. 8. commodities in their markets and representations to appropriate authorities 
of the U. 8. Government regarding the actions directed to particular commodity imports but 
adversely affecting U. 8. trade as a whole and thereby a majority of the business community. 

3. Friendship, Commerce, and Navigation Treaties—Proposed treaties a reviewed, with comment 
reflecting the response of businessmen to their provisions. Also invol¥ed is participation, in the 
selection of negotiating teams and briefing of the negotiators. 

4. ate | Trade Zones Act—Responsibility for the administration of U. 8. foreig» trade zones rests 
with OIT. 

5. U. 8S. Regulations and Legislation Affecting Foreign Trade—Regulations and legislation affecting 
the foreign trade of the United States are analyzed and, in consultation with businessmen, 
corrective modifications are suggested as necessary. 

6. Legislation and Regulations of Foreign Countries Affecting U. 8S. Trade—Representations are made 
to foreign governments whose laws and regulations are prejudicial to the interests of the United 
States in foreign trade, Resolution of the difficulties is sought through negotiation. A most common 
problem is the imposition of exchange controls, which prevent businessmen from completing 
transactions in process or receiving payment on transactions completed. 

7. Trade Fairs and Exhibitions—Assistance is given to U. 8. and foreign trade and manufacturers’ 
groups and individual firms in the preparation for and showing of merchandising exhibits at 
trade fairs and exhibitions. 

8. United Nations Trade and Economic Groups—The interests of the foreign trade community are 
represented in international conferences on foreign trade matters. 

9. Financial Policy—OIT participates in the National Advisory Council work regarding U. 8. foreign 
financial and monetary policies. 

10. Forgtgn Travel—OIT cooperates with travel associations and other groups interested in promoting 
travel of U. 8. citizens in foreign countries, and provides, within Government, a central point 
for the accumulation and dissemination of information on foreign travel promotion. 


Specific Service to Business 


Provisions are made in OIT in Washington, and through the Department of Commerce Field 
Service, to handle a wide variety of requests for assistance on individual trade problems, by VU. 8. 
and foreign businessmen. The following are typical of these activities: 

1. Representationg of individual firms before foreign governments. 

2. Endeavors to adjust trade disputes. 

3. Assistance on cases involving copyright and patent infringements. 

4. Consultation on marketing problems and marketing prospects of a particular country. 
5. 

6. 


Consultatiom and other special assistance in identifying and selecting foreign trade and invest- 
ment contacts. 


Assistance on planning sales and procurement programs. 
Assistance to U. 8. and foreign businessmen studying U. S. markets and marketing techniques. 


7. 
8. Announcing and otherwise assisting foreign business visitors to the United States and U. 8S. busi- 
nessmen to foreign countries. 


Marketing missions are sent to foreign business cOfmmunities and to foreign governments, to pro- 
mote greater trade opportunities for U. 8. firms. 


10. Administration of British Token Import Plan. 


Foreign Industrial Technical Assistance 


In cooperation with the Technical Cooperation Administration, OIT recruits tne industrial person- 
nel or provides the industrial technical assistance, through contract with private engineering firms, 
required by countries cooperating in the TCA program. OIT is responsible for the orientation of such 
personne! for assignment abroad and for their technica]. direction and backstopping while in the field. 
Utilized in this work are the services of other Bureaus of the Department,g such as the Office of 
Technical Services, the Bureau of Standards, and others. OIT also arranges for training in the 
United States of executives from indigenous industries in cooperating countries. 


@ Typical activities of industrial personnel assigned to cooperating countries are: 

1. Advising governments and local industrial organizations and individual industrialists concerning 
the development of conditions favorable to industrial development. This may involve revision of 
laws affecting industrial enterprises, taxation, export-import regulations, commodity standards, etc. 

2. Assisting the government and industrial groups to survey and evaluate the industrial potentials 
of the country. 

Advising governments, industrial groups, and banking organizations concerning the need for and 
methods of providing working capital credit facilities for the improvement or enlargement of 
existing small industries or the establishment of new industries. 

4. Advising entrepreneurs and financiers regarding the feasibility of enlargement of industrial activ- 
ities or the development of new industrial activities from the standpoint of markets, availability 
of raw materials, production costs and methods, and management techniques. 

5. Providing technical assistance to improve the efficiency of industrial operations from the stand- 
point of overall management, financing, production problems, marketing, etc. 


@ Training facilities for industry executives from cooperating countries are provided through: 


1, Arrangements for consultation with industrial leaders and observation of industrial activities by 
visits to plants. 

& Arrangements for specialized work at selected educationa] institutions supplemented by direct 
observation in industrial plants and equipment manufacturing plants. 


3. Observation from a managerial standpoint of railway operations through programs worked out with 
specific railways. 
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Export Control 


Administration of Export Control Act is vested in the Secretary of Commerce by Executive Order. 
This responsibility has been delegated by the Secretary to the Director of the Office of International 
Trade. The act stipulates three purposes of export control, as follows: 


@ To protect the domestic economy from excessive and inflationary drain of scarce materials. 
@ To further the foreign policy of the United States. 
@ To exercise vigilance over exports from the standpoint of national security. 


These responsibilities are discharged so as to reflect, to the extent possible in a contro] program, the 
Department's major goal of trade promotion. Subsidiary functions include: 


1. Requirements and Claimancy—In collaboration with the Mutual Security Agency, O[T acts as export 
claimant for scarce materials, estimates and justifies foreign needs, presents quota requests to 
the allocating committees, and secures a fair share of short-supply materials for export. 


2. Supply Assistance—OIT undertakes to secure adequate implementation of its quotas by providing 
priorities assistance to exporters to insure ful] delivery of materials allocated for export. 


3. Distribution of Export Quotas—Total export quotas are broken down into country quotas which 
reflect traditional channels of trade as well as current needs. Country quotas are distributed 
among the applicants for export licenses in the most equitable manner possible, taking into account 
essential end uses as well as the exporter’s established trade position. Appropriate allowance is 
made for the entry of new firms into the trade. In general, OIT aims to exercise the export control 
function so as to maintain for each firm the approximate competitive position it was able to achieve 
under conditions of uncontrolled trade. 


4. Mutual Defense Program—A major responsibility is to meet the needs of the mutual defense pro- 
gram in friendly countries, by allocating materials, furnishing priorities, and issuing export licenses 
to meet direct defense and defense-supporting requirements, particularly in NATO areas. 


5. Support of Foreign Projects—Foreign petroleum operations, mines, MSA- and TCA-sponsored enter- 
prises, other foreign construction and expansion programs are supported through allocation of 
materials, through supply assistance, through issuance of simplified type of license, i.e., the ‘‘project 
license’ designed to save effort and expense for exporters in making shipments, U. 8. subsidiaries 
abroad are served in like manner. 


6. Service on Individual Export Problems—aA staff of trained consultants is maintained to assist ex- 
porters in their licensing problems. Assistance is also ‘urnished at the Field Offices by OIT 
representatives available there. 

7. Simplified Procedures—Substantial reduction in requirements imposed on the export trade has been 
achieved through special types of licenses such as the Blanket License, the Periodic Requirements 
License, and a projected distribution license, which allow exporters to conduct norma) business with 
a minimum of restriction consistent with adequate safeguards in licehsing strategic materials for 
export. 


Foreign Investment 


A large part of the work on improvement of conditions for trade also contributes directly to 
improvement of conditions for the investment of U. 8. private capital in foreign areas, Similarly, 
specific services provided the U. 8. foreign trade community Aor promotional and developmental purposes 
are useful to U. 8. firms in respect to foreign investment problems. Specific_activities in the investment 
area include: 


1. Legislation and Regulations of Foreign Countries Affecting Foreign Investment—Suggestions are 
made to foreign governments for removal of impediments to U. 8. private capital investments. 


2. Investment Opportunities—U. S. firms, seeking to maintain or enlarge their world markets or 
improve their sources of supply through foreign investments or licensing arrangements, are provided 
upon request names of prospective foreign licensees or capital participants, as well as information 
on specific enterprises abroad available for outright purchase. 


Specific investment and patent licensing opportunities are reported by the Foreign Service as they 
develop. Also, inquiries regarding capital investments and licensing opportunities are received 
direct from foreign firms and from foreign business visitors to the United States. Information 
concerning such opportunities ig publicized and otherwise made available to U, 8S. businessmen. 
Foreign visitors are assisted in planming itineraries and in making business contacts. 

3. Investment Consplitation—Consultation is provided for U. S. firms seeking to determine whether 
they should export direct or through branches; produce abroad through branches or subsidiaries; 
or establish licensing arrangements abroad with or without capital investments. Facts are pro- 


vided on market areas, competition, foreign country laws, regulations, etc., and, finally, informa- © 


tion as to desirable contacts. 


4. Representations to Foreign Governments on Specific Problems—aAssistance is provided businessmen 
on problems resulting from their relations with foreign governments, including problems growing 
out of changes in laws or regulations affecting operations of a business, recovery of capital, 
earnings, etc. 


Publications 


Deriving from the flow of basic information are certain publications or publication series which 
have been developed to service the many phases of foreign trade and foreign investment, These are: 
1. Foreign Commerge Weekly—A weekly report for businessmen (more than 8,000 paid subscribers), 
giving current developments in foreign trade and including information on economic conditions; on 
tariffs and exchange controls; on business laws and regulations; on trade and investment oppor-. 
tunities and contract news; and news on commodities and industries. 

2. Releases for Daily and Trade Press—News releases containing timely information of interest to 
the foreign trader. 

3. Business Information Service—A report series available by subscription, with individual {ssues 
providing information on a variety of subjects by~countries, including annua) reviews of business, 
basic economic data, problems on doing business, tariffs and trade restrictions, U. 8S. trade with 
countries and their trade with third countries. . 

4. Special Reports—Individual issues provide information for new world traders, on foreign trade 
practices, on foreign travel, on export-import practices, etc. 

5. Foreign Commerce Yearbook—A compilation of economic facts and industrial changes in foreign 
countries, and statistics on their trade with the United States and with third countries, 

6. Trade Lists—Lists of foreign businessmen and brief data reports summarizing the nature and scope 
of their business. 

7. World Trade Directory Reports—Detailed reports on foreign companies, as requested by U. 8. 
business firms, 

8. Studies on American Private Foreign Investment—Analysis of factors limiting American private 
investment in foreign areas, including repérts on individual countries. 


9. Current Export Bulletin—A weekly report for businessmen on export contro) regulations. 


10. Comprehensive Export Schedule—A compendium of export control regulations for the aid of 
poser = as explanations of regulations, export licensing procedures, lists of controlled 
commodities, etc. 4 
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French Cotton Spinning 
Mill Offered for Sale 


A French cotton spinning mill, in- 
cluding buildings, equipment, and 
grounds, is offered for sale to an Ameri- 
can purchaser. The mill has 13,000 spin- 
dles, but the owners state that a total 
of 40,000 spindles could be installed. 

Owner of the mill is S.A.R.L. Fila- 
tures et Tissages de Bonsecours, which 
in 1951 suspended operations owing to 
generally depressed conditions in the 
French cotton textile market, resulting 
in an accumulation of indebtedness, 
largely to raw material suppliers. 
Though the present market is not good, 
a member of the firm believes that ef- 
ficient producers in the industry can 
continue to operate successfully, and 
that certain items, such as household 
linens, cotton fabrics used in the cloth- 
ing industry, and cotton mixed with 
synthetic fibers, have extensive sales 
possibilities in France. 

It is pointed out, however, that con- 
siderable local competition could be 
expected, since a large part of the 
French cotton spinning and weaving 
industry is concentrated in the Nancy 
area, where this mill is located. 


Plans and photographs of the factory, 
a list of machinery, and other informa- 
tion are available for review purposes 
on loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


Interested parties are requested to 
communicate with Philip Lang, c/o 
S.A.R.L. Filatures et Tissages de Bon- 
secours, 25 rue de Bonsecours, Nancy, 
France, and with the court-appointed 
liquidator, M. Simon, 4 rue Saint-Nic- 
olas, Nancy, France, 


Rotterdam To Build 
Modern Hospital 


A modern hospital is being built 
at Dijkzigt, a city-owned area in the 
center of Rotterdam, to replace the 
old Coolsingel Hospital mostly destroyed 
by bombs in 1940. Total construction 
cost of the 850-bed hospital to the 
Rotterdam municipality will be ap- 
proximately 37 million guilders (1 
guilder = US$0.263). 

The new hospital will offer a num- 
ber of features not available at the 
old hospital. In addition to a 13-story 
main building, which will include lec- 
ture rooms for specialized medical 
training, emergency stations, and lab- 
oratories for chemical, bacteriological, 
and pathological research, there will 
be a school and living quarters for 
Student nurses and an apartment 
residence for staff doctors. 

The foundation of the hospital proj- 
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ect, started in October 1952, is expected 
to be completed by August 1953. Work 
on the substructure will begin at the 
end of July. The entire project will 
require about 7 years. 


U. S. manufacturers of hospital and 
surgical supplies, including instruments, 
furniture, and other equipment, inter- 
ested in obtaining orders may address 
their communications to: Economische 
Directie der Gemeente-Ziekenhuizen 
(Executive Purchasing Office for Mu- 
nicipal Hospitals), 38a Stieltjesstraat, 
Rotterdam, Netherlands.—Cons., Rot- 
terdam. 


Finnish Group Offers 
Aid to U. S. Exporters 


U. S. exporters interested in doing 
business with Finland are urged by the 
Finnish Foreign Trade Association, Hel- 
sinki, to arrange for direct representa- 
tion on the Finnish market by appoint- 
ing agents resident in Finland. 

The association points out that many 
exporters cover the Finnish~ market 
through their agents in Sweden or other 
Scandinavian countries, which frequent- 
ly results in unnecessary expense and 
delays in transacting business. It is 
thought that a Finnish import agent, 
being familiar with local market and 
economic conditions, could more ad- 
vantageously handle the interests of his 
principal. 

The association’s membership includes 
all important Finnish enterprises engag- 
ing in international trade, and firms 
wishing to appoint agents are invited 
to utilize the association’s facilities for 
assistance in locating suitable represen- 
tatives. In addition, the association re- 
ports its willingness to provide upon 
request information on Finnish mar- 
ket conditions and a variety of com- 
mercial data. 

Inquiries should be directed to the 
Finnish Foreign Trade Association, E. 
Esplanaadikatu 18, Helsinki, Finland. 








Jamaican Group Wishes To 
Buy Citrus Wrapping Paper 


The Citrus Growers’ Association, Ltd., 
72 Laws Street, Kingston, Jamaica, 
B. W. L, wishes to receive quotations 
on 80,000 pounds of pink orange-wrap- 
ping paper, preferably diphenyl-treated, 
required in preparing fresh citrus fruits 
for export. 

The association is an organization 
established by law to control marketing 
of citrus for export. It works to improve 
the quality of citrus and assists local 
citrus growers in producing for export. 





Philippine copra exports during May 
1953 totaled 32,570 long tons, a de- 
cline of 20 percent from the previous 
month and only three-fourths the vol- 
ume exported in May 1952. 





Petroleum Products 
Wanted in Yemen 


The Yemen Government report- 
edly wishes to investigate the pos- 
sibilities of obtaining its annual 
petroleum requirements from an 
American supplier. Estimated an- 
nual requirements include 160,000 
gallons of gasoline for automo- 
biles, 2 million gallons of kerosene, 
and 200,000 gallons of diesel fuel. 
Requirements of asphalt and avia- 
tion spirit have not yet been de- 
termined. 

While presumably inquiry also 
will be made in other countries, it 
is suggested that interested Amer- 
ican firms communicate’ with 
Qadhi Muhammad al ’Amri, Act- 
ing Foreign Minister, Ta’izz, Yem- 
en. It is stated that discussions 
would be preferred with American 
representatives of suppliers, rath- 
er than with local or nearby 
agents. 











Ceylon Invites Bids 
For Supply of Drugs 


The Government of Ceylon invites 
bids until July 21 for the supply of 
drugs and preparations of the sulfona- 
mide group, as well as chloramphenicol 
capsules, needed for use in Government 
medical institutions. 

Requirements are as follows: 1,500,000 
sulfadiazine tablets, 0.5 grams; 2,250,000 
sulfaguanidine tablets, 0.5 grams; 1,- 
500,000 sulfanilamide tablets, 0.5 grams; 
3,000,000 sulfathiazole tablets, 05 
grams; 2,250 pounds of sulfanilamide 
powder; and. 400,000 chloramphenicol 
capsules, 250 milligrams. 

Specifications and bidding documents 
are obtainable for review purposes on 
loan from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, U. S$. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C, 

Bids should be sent direct to the 
Chairman, Tender Board, Ministry of 
Health, P. O. Box No. 500, Colombo, 
Ceylon. 





LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 








In the United States 


Machinery Parts: 

Germany—Maschinenfabrik Stromag 
G.m.b.H. (manufacturer), 118 Hansa- 
strasse, Unna i, Westphalia, offers for 
production under license in the United 
States the “Periflex’” coupling used for 
connecting two shafts and as a flange- 
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type coupling for connecting a flywheel 
with a shaft. The coupling reportedly 
has the following technical character- 
jstics: High flexibility, shock-absorbing 
qualities, simplicity of design, impervi- 
ous to water and dust, noiseless, elec- 
trically insulated. Applicability of the 
coupling: Mining, rolling mills, crane 
construction, mechanical engineering, 
machine tools, and shipbuilding indus- 
tries. 


In Foreign Countries 


Chemicals: 

Germany—Ernst Jaeger, Fabrik 
chemischer Rohstoffe G.m.b.H. (manu- 
facturer of raw materials for, the 
yarnish, printing inks, plastic, and gum 
industries), 35/39 Oerschbachstrasse, 
Duesseldorf-Reisholz, is interested in 
obtaining U. S. patents or processes for 
the manufacture in Germany of sebacic 
acid, acrylic acid, methacrylic acid, 
adipic acid, styrolated alkyd resin, 
acrylated alkyd resin, alkylated phenol, 
special plasticizers, pentaerythritol, 
glycerin, or other 3-carbon atom 
alcohols for esterification, particularly 
trimethylolpropane. 


Firearms: 

France—Manufacture d’Armes et de 
Cycles de Chatellerault (manufacturer 
of sewing machines, bicycles, refrigera- 
tors, and firearms for sportsmen), 36 
avenue Wilson, Chatellerault, Vienne, 
is interested in a working or licensing 
arrangment with a U. S. firm for the 
production or assembling in France of 
firearms for sportsmen. 





Household Appliances: 

France—Manufacture d’Armes et de 
Cycles de Chatellerault (manufacturer 
of sewing machines, bicycles, refrigera- 
tors, and firearms), 36 avenue Wilson, 
Chatellerault, Vienne, is interested in a 
working or licensing arrangement with 
a U.S. firm for the production .and/or 
assembling in France of household ap- 
pliances and refrigerators, domestic sew- 


ing machines, and similar or related 
items. 





IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists. or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol (*), 
from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C 

Alcholic Beverages: 

France—R. Latreuille (producer, 
wholesaler, exporter), 27 rue du Com- 
merce, Bordeaux, Gironde, offers to ex- 
port direct, or through agent, good to 
excellent quality Bordeaux wines, white 
and red, in 75-centiliter glass bottles, 
also in casks, large quantities avail- 
able for the export market. 


July 6, 1953 


Automotive Equipment, Parts, and 
Accessories: 


Germany—J ack Busch (manufac- 
turer), 75 Duerener Strasse, Koeln, 
offers to export direct detachable lug- 
gage racks for automobiles, Illustrated 


leaflets and price information avail- 
able.* 

Germany—F ahrzeugfabrik Eylert KG. 
(manufacturer), 138 Unten vorm Steeg, 
Wuppertal-Sonnborn, offers to export 
direct trailers and semitrailers. Illus- 
trated catalog available.* 


Germany—Heinrich Odenthal (man- 
ufacturer), 163 Eupenerstrasse, Koeln- 
Braunsfeld, offers to export direct or 
through agent all kinds of cables for 
motorcycles and automobiles. Catalog 
and price list available.* 

Germany—Franz Tapper, Fahrzeug- 
fabrik (manufacturer), 39 Kaiserwer- 
ther Strasse, Duesseldorf, offers to ex- 
port direct or through agent, truck 
trailers ‘and bodies, 40 to 120 each 
per month. Illustrated leaflet available.* 


Clock Works: . 

Netherlands — Handelsonderneming 
Benerink Import-Export (exporter), 41 
Michel Angelostraat, Amsterdam, offers 
to export direct first quality clock 
works for men’s and women’s wrist 
watches, 


Clothing and Accessories: 

Netherlands—“IGRA” Tricotage- 
Confectiefabriek (manufacturer), 16 
Stille Veerkade, The Hague, offers to 
export direct ladies’ high-quality-blouses 
of wool, rayon, cotton, and jersey cloth, 
in sizes 36 to 46 (U. S. equivalent 12 to 
22), 2,000 blouses weekly. 


Felt (Wool): 

France—E. Postillon Ses Fils & Cie. 
(producer, wholesaler, exporter), 
Riberac, Dordogne, offers to export di- 
rect industrial woolen felt for use in 
the paper and cardboard industries. 


Foodstuffs: 

Belgium—Sogedi S.P.R.L. (distribu- 
tor of frozen foods), 144 rue General 
Henri, Brussels, offers to export direct 
or through agent frozen foods such as 
shellfish, mollusks, chickens, turkeys, 
and geese. Price information (in 
French) available.* 

Netherlands—C. van den Berg (com- 
mission merchant), 140 Admiraal de 
Ruyterweg, Amsterdam, offers to ex- 
port direct Australian crayfish tails in 
the shell and wrapped in cellophane. 
Quantity available: 20,000 boxes, each 
containing 25 lbs., in the following sizes: 
Midget, 4 to 6 oz.; small, 6 to 9 oz.; 
medium, 9 to 12 oz.; large, 12 to 16 oz.; 
and jumbo, over 16 oz. Shipment will 
be made from Australian port, and firm 
states that the crayfish tails are se- 
lected under the supervision of the Aus- 
tralian authorities, 


Furniture: 
Denmark—Albert Hansen (manufac- 
turer), 9 Baunegaardsvej, Vejen, offers 
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to export direct and seeks agents in 
New York, Chicago, and San Francisco, 
for first quality wooden bedsteads 
(beech stained as walnut or mahogany) 


with posts cut in the lathe. Additional 
information and photographs available.* 


England—Dare-Inglis Products, Lim- 
ited (manufacturer), Du-al House, 
Byron Road, Harrow, Middx., offers to 
export direct or through agent tubular 
steel furniture for offices, restaurants, 
factories, and bars. Specification and 
drawings available.* 


England—G. T. Ratcliff, Ltd. (whole- 
saler), Durwards Hall, Rivenhall, Kelve- 
don, Essex, offers to export through 
U. S. retailers reproductions of and 
restored antique furnitu®e in oak, wal- 
nut, and mahogany. Illustrated bro- 
chure available.* 


Hardware: 

Germany—A. & E. Keller, Metall- 
und Kunstwarenfabrik (manufacturer), 
25 Schillerstrasse, Neheim-Huesten 
I/Westf., offers to export direct uphol- 
stery nails. Illustrated leaflet avail- 
able.* 


Machinery Parts: . 

Germany—H. Wittler & Co. (man- 
ufacturer), 23 Bielefelder Strasse, 
Brackwede/Westf., offers to export di- 
rect iron and metal valves and special 
apparatus for the textile processing in- 
dustry. Illustrated catalogs available.* 
Interested U. S. firms should specify 
catalog desired. 


Scotland—McGregor & Balfour, Ltd. 
(manufacturer), North Tay Works, 
Loons Road, Dundee, offers to export 
direct or through agent bobbins, shut- 
tles, rollers, spools, picking arms, and 
all other wooden accessories for the 
jute, flax, and other bast fiber indus- 
tries, and rope and wire industries, Il- 
lustrated catalog available.* 


Machine Tools: 

Austria—Gebrueder Bohler, Elizabeth- 
strasse 14, Vienna 1, is seeking a U. S. 
buyer for the following used drop forg- | 
ing equipment: 2 counteracting drop 
forging hammers, 35 metric tons each; 
2 hydraulic bending and trimming 
presses, 1,500 metric tons each; and 1 
hydraulic bending and trimming press, 
2,500 metric tons. This equipment is 
suitable for the manufacture of crank- 
shafts, propellor hubs, and similar drop 
forgings for the aircraft industry. It is 
said to be in very good condition in that 
it was not installed and ready for use 
until the latter part of 1944, and re- 
portedly some of the items were never 
used. Correspondence should be ad- ~ 
dressed to Dr. Eugen Schetz, c/o the 
above firm. Specifications and price in- 
formation available.* 


World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 


Metal Products: 
Germany—A. & E. Keller, Metall- 
und Kunstwarenfabrik (manufacturer), 
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25 Schillerstrasse, Neheim-Huesten 
I/Westf., offers to export direct turned 
parts for the umbrella industry, 300,000 
parts each month. Llustrated leaflet 
available.* 


Germany—Reiche & Co., Zieh- u. 
Stanzwerke (manufacturer), 15/16 Gas- 
strasse, Lage/Lippe, offers to export 
direct or through agent precision steel 
tubes. Literature (in German) availa- 
ble.* 


Notions: 


England—Fax Limited .(manufac- 
turer), Littlers Close, Merton Abbey, 
London, S.W.19, offers to export direct 
shoe trees made of aluminum. 


Japan—Kawata Tanaka Co., Ltd. 
(manufacturer of buttons, exporter, im- 
porter), No. 45, Harima-cho, Ikuta-ku, 
Kobe, offers to export direct Takase and 
Awabi shell buttons. Sample buttons 
available.* 


Reed and Willow Products: 


Netherlands—J. A. Egas (manufac- 
turer, exporter), A 505 Rivierdijk, Hard- 
inxveld, offers to export direct osier 
and willow, and willow hoops (painted 
and unpainted), in 1,000 piece lots; and 
rush, and reed and rush matting, by 
the square meter. 


Scientific Instruments: 


Austria—Siemens & Halske Gesell- 
schaft m.b.H. (manufacturer), Apostel- 
gasse 12, Vienna III, has available for 
immediate export 100 ardometers for 
continuous measurement, light metal 
case, with objective and adjustable ocu- 
lar, with built-in double thermoelement: 
and 100 temperature indicators, type 
DV, test range 900-1,800° C. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 


Textiles: 
Belgium—Societe Textile de Mous- 
cron, S.P.R.L. (manufacturer, -whole- 


saler), 75 rue de Luingne, Mouscron, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
upholstery and drapery materials in 
rayon, cotton, and fibrane, minimum 
of 2,000 meters avatlable each month. 


Vessels: 


Netherlands—D. en Joh. Boot N. V. 
(shipbuilders), 50 Wilhelminalaan, Al- 
phen a.d. Rijn, offers to export direct 
or through agent coastal vessels, river 
and fishing craft (up to 2,000 tons), 
tugs, lighters, pleasure boats, ships 
with diesel motors (40 to 2,000 hp.), 
and other boats according to buyer’s 
. specifications. 


Woodenwares: 


Japan—Midland Agencies (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 2651 Irie-Omagari, 
Shimizu, Shizuoka-ken, offers to ex- 
port direct or through agent the follow- 
ing first quality wooden products: Sets 
of 3 cherry wood cutting boards with 
design, clear lacquer finish, 1,500 sets 
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New Zealand Substation 
Needs Transformers 


Bids are invited until September 
22, by the New Zealand State Hy- 
dro-Electric Department at Well- 
ington, for the supply and delivery 
of seven 110-kv. potential trans- 
formers required for Henderson 
Substation. 

Specifications are available for 
review purposes on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C., or the Of- 
fice of the Commercial Counsellor, 
New Zealand Embassy, 1346 Con- 
necticut Avenue NW., Washing- 
ton, D. CG 











per month; salt and pepper shaker 
sets of cherry wood,-clear lacquered or 
designed, 1,000 dozen sets per’ month; 
bleached oak tray sets consisting of 
4 nested trays with chromed brass 
corners, clear lacquered, 1,000 sets per 
month; and cherry wood chopping 
blocks, clear lacquered, 6 3/8” square 
and 1 7/8” thick, 1,000 dozen per month. 


Yarns: 
Netherlands—J. M. Wilmering (im- 
porter, wholesaler, exporter, agent), 


138 Singel, Amsterdam, offers to ex- 
port nylon yarns on spools (nylon tops). 





EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











_Display Materials: 


Netherlands—N. V. Westland (im- 
porter and wholesaler of window dress- 
ing materials), 71 Adrianastraat, Rot- 
terdam, wishes to purchase direct or 
obtain agency for black lacquered pins, 
decorative paper, and other novelties 
for window dressing, 


Foodstuffs: 

France—Etablissements Brusson 
Jeune (manufacturer and wholesaler of 
dietary products), Villemur-sur-Tarn, 
Haute-Garonne, wishes to purchase di- 
rect very good quality medicated table 
salt (dietary). 


Inks: / 

Mexico—Goldschmidt de Mateo y Cia. 
S. A. (commission merchant), Apartado 
8607, Mexico D. F., wishes to purchase 
direct liquid bronze ink of gold color 
for lithographers. 


Shells: 
Japan—Kobe Trading Co., Ltd. (Kobe 
Koeki Kabushiki Kaisha) (importing 


distributor), 79 Kyo-machi, Ikuta Ku, 
Kobe, wishes to purchase direct ap- 
proximately 20 metric tons each month 


x —— 


of trocas shell scrap (rims) for making 
frazed shank buttons. 


Vessels: 


Belgium—S. A. Mampeza (importer), 
190-A, Chaussee de ‘Charleroi, Brus- 
sels, wishes to purchase direct from 
American manufacturer complete fish- 
ing boats, ready for use with nets and 
equipped with diesel motor 120-180 hp., 
capacity 20-50 tons, with pump Yeoman 
system 28”-36” (ocean-to-boat and boat- 
to-dock). Firm states the fishing boats 
are destined for Portuguese Angola. 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Chemicals: 


British West Indies—T. Geddes Grant 
Ltd. (importer and commission mers 
chant), 139-149 Harbour Street, Kings- 
ton, Jamaica, urgently requests quota- 
tions and agency for calcium carbide, 
type 4 mm.-7 mm. and 7 mm.-15 mm, 
suitable for the manufacture of acety- 
lene gas. Quantity: 5 to 20 tons each 
month. = 


Clothing and Accessories: 

Morocco—Benco (manufacturers 
agént and commission merchant), Paseo 
Cenarro 20, Tangier, wishes to obtain 
agency for men’s hose and shirts, 


Electrical Appliances: 


Canada—Trans-Canaida Electrical Ap 
pliances Ltd. (importing distributor), 
120 Wicksteed Avenue, Leaside, Ontario, 
wishes to obtain exclusive agency for 
Ontario and Quebec for hosehold re- 
frigerators and room air conditioners 
for domestic use. Current: For opera- 
tion on 60 cycles, 120 volts for Ontario 
and 220 volts for Quebec, 


Insurance: 


Frante—Claude de Calignon (insur- 
ance agent), 53 rue Grignan, Marseille, 
wishes to contact American insurance, 
companies seeking an experienced agent 
to represent them in France, Spain, 
and North Africa. 

World Trade Directory Report not 
applicable. . 

Textiles: : 

Morocco—Benco (manufacturer's 
agent and commission merchant), Paseo 
Cenarro 20, Tangier, wishes to obtain 
agency for piece goods. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 


.Argentina—Enrique Rodolfo Lichten- 
berger, representing Hampton Watson 
y Cia. (importer, wholesaler, distribu- 
tor), Benito Perez Galdos 126, Buenos 
Aires; and Delger Marquez y Cia. (im- 
porter, wholesaler, retailer), Santa Fe 


Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
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989, Buenos Aires, is interested in auto- 
mobiles, tractors, and motors. Scheduled 
to arrive June 20, via New York, for a 
month’s visit. U. S. address: c/o An- 
thony Gibbs, 61 Broadway, New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Toledo, and 
Cleveland. 


Belgium—Theo Staar, representing 
§, A. Usines’ Gustave Staar (importer, 
exporter, manufacturer of electric 
record changers and automatic appa- 
ratus and electrical household equip- 
ment), 162 Chaussee d’Anvers, Brussels, 
ig interested in negotiating a manufac- 
turing-licensing agreement for a new 
record-playing mechanism with pre- 
selection. Scheduled to arrive about 
July 15, via New York, for a visit of 
2 or 3 weeks. U. S. address: New Yorker 
Hotel, 8th Ave. and 34th St., New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York and 
possibly other cities. 


France—Armand Cordier, represent- 
ing Ateliers de Construction Schwartz- 
Hautmont (Nord) (manufacturer and 
exporter of bridges, rolling bridges, me- 
tallic frames, hoisting machinery, join- 
ery, locks, and keys), 9 rue Eugene 
Millon, Paris, is interested in visiting 
American factories to discuss produc- 
tivity methods and machinery installa- 
tion, and requests technical informa- 
tion in connection with machinery in- 
stallation presently under construction 
in his firm’s factories. Scheduled to 
arrive June 30, via New York, remain- 
ing until August 5. U. S. address: c/o 
Jean Cordier, Graduate House, -407-A, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
Cambridge 39, Mass. Itinerary: New 
York, Cleveland, Baltimore, Pittsburgh, 
Chicago, Canton (Ohio), Boston, and 
Detroit. 


Germany—Josef Goebel, representing 


C. & E. Goebel (retailer of shoes), 300 
Crangerstrasse, Gelsenkirchen-Buer, is 
interested in visiting manufacturers of 
fashion shoes with a view to obtaining 
supplies for Germany, and requests in- 
formation on leather supplies and cur- 
rent prices. Scheduled to arrive July 
21, via New York, for a visit of 2 
months. U. S. address: c/o German 
American Trade Promotion Office, Em- 
pire State Building, 350 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Boston, Chicago, St. Louis, and Wash- 
ington. 


Israel—Herman Solomon, 4 Nordau 
Street, Haifa, is interested in purchas- 
ing furniture and furniture materials. 
Scheduled to arrive July 1, via New 
York, for a visit of 2. months. VU. S. 
address: 330 Madison Avenue, New 
York, N. Y¥. Itinerary: Grand Rapids, 
Mich. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 


Japan—Toma Tanaka, Kiyoshi Kaisu, 
and Sueo Teshiba, representing Nippon 
Soda Company, Ltd. (producer), Omo- 
techo 4-chome, Akasaka, Minato-ku, 
Tokyo, are interested in visiting manu- 
facturers and processors of titanium 
metal, and exchanging imformation on 
the manufacturing and processing of 
titanium. Scheduled to arrive June 28, 
via Los Angeles, for a visit of 3 months. 
U. S. address: c/o Daiichi Bussan, Room 
6008-10, 40 Wall Street, New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: Boulder City, New 
York, Cleveland, Niles (Ohio), Midland 
(Pa.) Chicago, Niagara Falls, Wash- 
ington (D. C.), Boston, Seattle, and 
other cities. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 
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VENEZUELA 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


» « « A handbook of basic background information 
prepared by the Office of International Trade .. . 


$1 


From U. S. Department of Commerce Field Offices, 
or from the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. ’ 








July 6, 1953 


The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision recently has published the 
following trade 1 of which 
mimeographed copies may be ob- 
tained by firms domiciled in the 
United States from this Division 
and from Department of Com- 
merce Field Gftices. The price 
is $1 a list for each country. 

Bag and Bagging Importers, Dealers, 
Manufacturers, and Exporters—Cuba. 

Boat and Ship Builders, Repairers, 
and Chandlers—Uruguay. 

Boot and Shoe Manufacturers—Hong 
Kong. 

Dairy Industry—Portugal. 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—Netherlands. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—New Zealand. 

Furniture Manufacturers—Denmark. 

Glass and Glassware Importers and 
Dealers—Venezuela. 

Instrument, Professional and Scien- 
tific, Importers and Dealers—El Salva- 
dor. 

Lumber Importers, Agents, and Ex- 
porters—Honduras. 

Medicinal and _ Toilet 
Manufacturers—lIreland. 

Musical Instrument Importers and 
Dealers—Surinam. 

Oil (Animal, Fish, and Vegetable) 
Importers, Dealers, Producers, Refiners, 
and Exporters—Denmark.. 

Sewing Machine Importers and Deal- 
ers—New Zealand. 

Sporting Goods, Toy, and Game Im- 
porters and Dealers—Nicaragua, 

Tanneries—El Salvador. 


Preparation 





New Customs Simplification 
(Continued from Page 5) 


introduced into H. R. 5877 primarily for 
the purpose of clarification. Notably 
with regard to judicial review, the in- 
tent is to make clear that the tradi- 
tional privilege of such review continues 
available with regard to all bases of 
valuation. 

Section 20 (commingling of goods.)— 
This is further liberalized in H. R. 5877, 
so that a shipment of commingled mer- 
chandise may be cleared according to 
the treatment applicable to the major 
ingredient, upon proof tHat its value is 
less than the aggregate value would be 
if the shipment were segregated, and 
that the commingling was not intended 
to avoid the payment of lawful duties. 





U. S. imports for consumption rose 
from $992.0 million in March to $997.7 
million in April as a result of increased 
imports of crude foodstuffs and semi- 
manufactures, the Bureau of the Cen- 
sus, U. S. Department of Commerce, has 
reported, 














, CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 





Revised Italian Customs Tariff 
Retains Most Import Duty Rates 


The revised edition of the Italian Customs Import Tariff maintains 


with some exceptions the general duty rates established by the Italian~ 


Tariff Act of 1950. 


Almost all rates are ad valorem and are levied on what is described 
as the “normal and actual” price of merchandise. In establishing this 


value the actual.cost of the goods at 
source, plus packing, shipping, and in- 
surance charges, must be compared with 
the free-market price in Italy at time 
of entry. 

Besides giving the general rates and 
special temporary rates the new tariff 
shows rates established by international 
conventions, 


Important Changes Listed 
The more important changes in duty 
rates as shown in the revised schedule 
are the following: 
@ Duty increased one-tenth on hu- 
merous zinc alloys and zine products. 


@ Duty on raw linters suspended and 


duty on waterproof linters reduced 
from 10 percent to 8 percent. 
@ Special temporary rate on coke, 


semicoke, etc., and on antimony oxides 
revoked and the general rate of 15 per- 
cent applied. 

@ New rates applied to the following, 
among other items: Dried peas, 10; 
vacuum pumps, 25; linotype machines, 
7; shearing machines, 25; bicycle spare 
parts and accessories, 25; oil and water 
pumps for motor vehicles, 27; cash 
registers, 20; pencils, 21. - 

® Oleaginous cottonseed made duty 
free, but the quantity importable lim- 
ited to an annual quota. ' 

@ Temporary duty rates found to be 
equal to those established by conven- 
tions abolished. 

The special reduction of 10 percent 
in duties established by Presidential 
Decree in November 1951 still applies 
to most items but is revoked for a few. 

The Italian tariff as originally pub- 
lished on July 11, 1950, was not put into 





Ecuador Reclassifies Pipe 


A new Ecuadoran tariff category was 
established on May 29 for imported 
plastic pipe, and paragraph No. 1133 of 
the Tariff Law was expanded to include 
the new category, which reads as 
follows: 

e) Pipes of plastic material for the con- 
duction of liquids, 0.70 sucre per legal kilo- 
gram, 

The Minister of the Treasury is in 
charge of implementing decree No. 511-e 
effecting this change. 

It is not yet known which of Ecua- 
dor’s three exchange tax rates applies 
to plastic tube imported under the new 
category. 
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effect at that time because it was feared 
that the duties, which were generally 
high, would have an adverse effect on 
the import business. The Government 
therefore applied to most items special 
temporary rates, based upon a formula 
calculated to encourage imports. 

These special rates are due to expire 
on December 31, and unless they are 
extended the general rates will then 
apply. 





Fr. Morocco Adopts 
Bonus Exchange Plan 


Exporters of French Moroccan prod- 
ucts considered “difficult” to sell abroad 
are authorized to receive special of- 
ficial allocations of exchange valid for 
imports of commodities judged “useful” 
to the local economy. 


The benefits of this export incentive 
plan, announced by the Protectorate 
Government, extend to exports to the 
United States and to all countries with 
which France has bilateral commercial 
accords. 


Exporters to the dollar zone will re- 
ceive exchange allocations for imports 
equal to 15 percent of the amount of 
foreign exchange earned through ex- 
ports to that area. The allocation for 
imports from EPU countries is 25 per- 
cent of exports to those countries. 


No official commodity listings have 
been issued, but the announcement in- 
dicates that eligibility of specific ex- 
ports for premium exchange benefits 
will be determined in each case by the 
Director of Commerce. 


The new bonus plan is in addition to 
existing EFAC (Exportations Frais Ac- 
cessoire) account arrangements in 
French Morocco, whereby exporters are 
allowed to retain for purchase of au- 
thorized imports 25 percent of foreign 
exchange proceeds realized from sales 
abroad. One important difference in 
the two bonus schemes is that EFAC 
foreign exchange retained by the ex- 
porter is transferrable, whereas official 


, allocation of foreign exchange under 


the new plan must be utilized by the 
original exporter within 2 months  fol- 
lowing receipt of payment for the ex- 
port transaction.—Con. Gen., Casablanca. 





Nigeria To Import U. S., 
Canadian Cars 


A limited number of motor 
vehicles will be authorized im- 
portation into Nigeria from the 
United States and Canada in 1953, 
by a notice to importers published 


zette. 

Despite the shortage of dollar 
exchange, such imports will be 
permitted to meet the special 
needs of persons whose duties or 
business activities necessitate fre- 
quent long-distance travel by 
highway. 

Applications for import licenses 
will be considered on the basis 
of priority of need. 

Motor vehicles retailing at over 
£1,000 (US$2,800) will be author- 
ized only in exceptional circum- 
stances. 











Angola Lowers Surtax 
On Foreign Imports 


Angolan import surtaxes leviable on 
merchandise of non-Portuguese origin 
have been reduced or abolished for a 
number of commodities, by a _ notice 
published in the Boletim Oficial of May 
20, 1953, and effective on that date. 


Items on which surtaxes are reduced 
and former rates, in parentheses, are 
as follows, in percent ad valorem: 


Paper tape, gummed and printed, 5 (27.5); 
elastic thread, 5 (22); elasticized woolen 
textiles, pure wool or mixed except with 
silk, 6.5 (19.5): elasticized cotton, linen, or 
similar textiles, 8.5 (22.5); vegetable fibers, 
in pulp or gummed, 5.5 (25.5). 

Asphalt, unglazed clay, 
0.5 (5.5); glazed tiles, 0.5 (5.5); unprocessed 
minerals, 10.5 (17.5); pyrex type glass, 16 
(30); aluminum, 6 (29); copper bolts, nuts 
and screws. 5.5 (20.5); zinc 5 (25); unspeci- 
fied metals. 8 (16); powder puffs, 7.5 (17.5); 
unspecified safety headgear, 20 (30). 

Brushes with metallic bristles, except for 
ersonal use, 10 (20); brushes with metallic 
ristles, for personal use, 7 (17): unspecified 
brushes, including brushes for dusting and 
sweeping, 4 (9). 

Typewriters and duplicators, 24.5 (34.5); 
cash registers, 24.5 (34.5). 

Artificial plants, fruits, flowers, or petals, 
or devices used in their manufacture, 5.5 
, preservative, 
terials for floors, 
wear, skins, or 
dyes, not liquid, 


or waterproofing ma- 
chinaware, furniture, foot- 
textiles, 5 (15): . textile 
for retail sale, 5.5 (20.5). 


Some Surtaxes Removed 


Existing surtaxes were remoyed on 
the following items: 


Perambulators and _ wheelchairs; two- 
wheeled carts; cement or clay pipe; pe 
and fittings of any material imported to- 
gether; metallic wool (nonprecious metals); 
magnesium and magnesium alloys other than 
pipes; air rifles and pistols and component 
parts; canes; flashlights. 


Goods of non-Portuguese origin are 
subject to a fiscal import duty and 
import surtax. Fiscal import duty rates 
on the above items remain unchanged.— 
Cons., Luanda. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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india Lowers Duties on 
lJ, §. Automobile Parts 


In accordance with recommendations 
made by its Tariff Commission the In- 
dian Government has announced the fol- 
jowing reductions in import duties on 
component parts of automotive vehicles, 
eifective May 31. 


The following reductions apply to im- 
ports from the United States. 


The standard rate of duty is reduced 
from. 63 to 50 percent ad valorem on the 
following components: 


Rubber mountings; hose pipes, other than 
fuel line hose, with connections; fuel pump 
diaphragms; fan belts; mufflers; exhaust 
pipes, tail pipes; carpets made to size or 
shape; cushion springs; door and window 
fittings except glass; trim materials, leather, 

c, jute canvas, or leather cloth, made 
to size or shape; bus bodies; station wagon 
bodies; truck bodies; steel cabs for lorries; 
pickup bodies; parce! van bodies; gaskets; 
other rubber components and horns. 


The duty is reduced from 94% per- 
cent to 50 percent on: 


Crankshafts; cam shafts; connecting rods; 
cylinder blocks and heads; manifolds; valves; 
e springs; valve tappets; flywheels; petrol 
tanks; radiators; fans; piston assembly, i.e., 
pistons, piston rings, and gudgeon ins; 
water pumps; timing gears and sprockets; 
lamps except head lamps; wire harness; bat- 
tery and other cables made to size; horns; 
front and rear springs except coil springs; 
ims; shackle pins; shock absorbers; 

sp ng hanger brackets; shackles; transmis- 
sion gear and gearbox; clutch housings; pro- 
péller shafts; universal including 
needle bearings therefor; rear axle assem- 
bly, ie., axle housing axle shaft, ring gear 
eee and carrier differential; front axles; 
ibs; brakedrums; front suspension except 
coil springs; seat runners; short members of 
chassis frame and brackets; brake hose pipes; 
ball bearings up to 2-inch bore; bushings sep- 
arately imported, except  oil-impregnated 
bushings: and bumpers. 


The former duty of 31% percent is 
reduced to 27 percent on the following: 


Thin-wall bearings; cylinder liners; carbu- 
retors, oil pumps; air cleaners; oil filters; 
fuel pumps and fuel line hoses with connec- 
tions; distributors; spark plugs; direction in- 
dicators; electrical panel instruments; wind- 
shield wipers; starting motors; generators; 
head lamps, including sealed beam; fuses; 
switches; ignition coils; voltage and current 

tors; steering mechanism; 

1 clutches; suspension coil springs; 
toughened glass sheets; long members of 
chassis frames; roller bearings; oil-impreg- 
Nated bushings; panel instruments except 
electrical; brake cylinders-and all articles not 
previously mentioned which are adapted for 
usé as parts and accessories of motor vehicles, 
other than motorcycles and motorscooters, ex- 
cept rubber tires, tubes, and batteries. 


Body panels, including turret tops 
and sides for passengers, imported from 
the United States, are now subject to a 
duty of 37 percent. 

(See also article on Indian auto- 


motive industry under “News by Com- 
modities.” ) 


joints, 


pressed 





* Cotton consumption in Western Ger- 
Many reached 97,000 bales (of 500 
pounds gross) in March 1953, the high- 
est monthly total since October 1952. 





Indonesian copra exports during May 
sharply to 5,761 long tons, the 
lowest monthly level since November 


July 6, 1953 





CubaPostpones Changes 
In Documentation 


Cuba has postponed the effec- 
tive date of certain requirements 
for import documentation, put into 
effect by decree No. 890, published 
in its Official Gazette of April 17 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, May 
18, 1953, p. 7). 

The requirement of article 4 
that commodity numbers be in- 
scribed on consular invoices has 
been suspended until further no- 
tice. 

The requirement of article 4 
that purchase documents must ac- 
company consular invoices if the 
shipper is not the producer has 
been postponed until the end of 
January 1954. 

These changes were effected by 
decree No. 1601, published in the 
Official Gazette of June 24. 











ANGLO-EGYPTIAN SUDAN 


Raises Duties on Consumer Items 


Import duties on many consumer 
items were increased in the Anglo-Egyp- 
tian Sudan on May 16, by a decree of 
the Executive Council of the Sudan 
Government. 


The new duties, together with old 
rates, in parentheses, are as follows: 
Manufactured tobacco, E£3.450 a kilo- 
gram (E£3.000); coffee, E£0.030 a kilo- 
gram net (nil) (E£1.000=US$2.87); 
boots and shoes, 15 percent ad valorem 
(8 percent); ready-made clothing, all 
kinds, 20 percent (8 percent); cotton 
piece goods, bleached, 15 percent (nil); 
cotton piece goods, grey, 10 percent 
(nil); cotton thread and yarn, 15 per- 
cent (8 percent); soap, common, 25 
percent (15 percent); textile fabrics 
not elsewhere specified, 20 percent (8 
percent); unspecified articles, general 
rate, 25 percent (20 percent). 


BRAZIL 
Signs Agreement With Iceland 


The Governments of Brazil and Ice- 
land on June 7 signed an agreement 
providing for trade in each direction 
valued at 800,000 pounds sterling, ac- 
cording to the Brazilian press. 


The agreement provides that codfish 
from Iceland up to a value of 800,000 
pounds sterling shall be licensed for im- 
portation into Brazil in accordance with 
the approximate value of Brazilian ex- 
ports to Iceland. 

Brazilian products to be exported to 
Iceland include Rio-type coffee up to a 
maximum value of 600,000 pounds 
sterling and such commodities as hides, 
Brazil nuts, vegetable oils, cocoa butter, 





CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


New Zealand To Modify 
Allocations for 1954 


New Zealand’s present program of 
foreign exchange allocation for imports 
will be continued in 1954 on a slightly 
modified basis, the Reserve Bank has 
announced. 

Basic allocations for individual private 
importers will be increased from 40 
percent to 50 percent of 1950 remit- 
tances after allowance for Government 
imports, motor vehicles, and items re- 
leased from the individual exchange ap- 
plication requirement. Such released 
items include cement, newsprint, raw 


sugar, salt, fresh fruits, tea, printed 


books and other printed matter, crude 
sulfur, basic slag, rock phosphate, and 
muriates and sulfates of potash. A 
minimum basic allocation for small 
importers is being introduced. 

The procedure for additional alloca- 
tions will continue unchanged. 

Exchange will be provided to cover 


licensed imports on the same basis as 
in 1953. 


Dollar Imports Not Affected 

The exchange allocation program 
established for 1954 does not affect 
dollar imports. All imports from the 
United States, Canada, Japan, and other 
hard-currency countries require li- 
censes, and when a license is granted 
for imports from such a country the 
necessary exchange is made available 
for payment. That is, control of im- 
ports from hard-currency countries is 
exercised through licensing, not ex- 
change allocation—Emb., Wellington. 





cotton and woolen textiles, sugar, and 
fruit up to a value of 200,000 pounds 
sterling. 

The agreement was to enter into ef- 
fect July 1, 1953, and will remain in 
force for 1 year subject to automatic 
extension for additional 1-year periods 
unless denounced 60 days before expira- 
tion of a 1-year period—Emb., Rio de 
Janeiro. 

(The previous commercial agreement 
between Brazil and Iceland was an- 
nounced in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
June 30, 1952, p. 14.) 


COLOMBIA 
Extends Agreement With Finland 


Colombia and Finland concluded 
on May 23 .to extend to September 
6, 1955, the trade agreement which 
has been in effect between those coun- 
tries since March 6, 1951. 

The original agreement provided for 
trade in each direction up to a value 
of US$ million, extendable annually 
for equal amounts by an exchange of 
notes between the contracting parties. 
The present extension provides that 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


Finland may export to Colombia more 
than $4 million worth of goods, pro- 
vided Finland buys a_ proportional 
amount of coffee to cover the increase. 

The following items not included in 
the original pact (see Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Apr. 16, 1951, p. 15) 
were added to the list of commodities 
which may be imported by Colombia 
from Finland: 


Prefabricated schools, hospitals and 
houses; naval craft; equipment for 
transportation services; machinery for 
power production; machinery for the 
construction of communication routes; 
measuring instruments; radio and ra- 
diotelephone apparatus; miscellaneous 
protective and decorative hardware for 
luggage, wood manufactures, etc.; locks 
and padlocks; pickaxes; inner tubes for 
tires; and granite——Emb., Bogota. 


Modifies Electric-Lamp Classes 


The explanatory notes (notas ex- 
plicativas) to the Colombian tariff 
items for electric lamps, No. 866 and 
subpositions, have been modified as 
follows: 

Electric lamps falling in the cate- 
gory of tariff item 866-a-1 (see Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Feb. 16, 1953, p. 8) 
must now possess all of the following 
characteristics: 

e Metallic threaded base of 2 or 5 
centimeters in diameter (called Edison 
Standard thread, Mogul or Giant 
thread). 

@ Glass bulb of any form and finish 
(in tubular, flame, decorative, or other 
form, and of any color) except those 
silvered on the inside. 

e From 10 to 200 watts. 

e From 70 to 260 volts. 

Tariff itern No. 866-a-2 includes all 
other types of incandescent lamps, such 
as those for technical use in medical, 
veterinary, scientific, and industrial ap- 
paratus and instruments, as well as 
those for automobiles, buses, ,rail- 
road trains, streetcars, etc., those used 
in motion picture projectors, and those 
used in photographic apparatus (with 
the exception of photographic flash 
bulbs, which continue to be classified 
under item No. 297), whether or not 
they possess the above-cited character- 
istics of item No. 866-a-1, and in gener- 
al, all lamps which lack one or more of 
the characteristics of item No. 866-a-1. 

A description of arc lamps, item No. 
866-b, which previously had been omit- 
ted from the explanatory notes, has 
now been included in the new legisla- 
tion as follows: 

In this class of lamps the light is 
produced by an are which is formed 
by the passage of current between two 
carbon or metal electrodes, which have 
a device for keeping the ends of the 
electrodes at the required distance from 
one another. The lamps may be enclosed 
or not within a globe. 

This regulation was promulgated by 
resolution No. 207 of April 22, 1953, 


* 











Denmark To Assemble 


U.S. Auto Parts 


The Danish Government plans to 
authorize the importation of a 
limited quantity of automobile 
parts from the United States for 
assembly at local plants. Accord- 
ing to preliminary information, 
such imports may aggregate 1,500 
cars in 1953. 


This would be the first resump- 
tion of assembly of American pas- 
senger cars for the Danish market 
since the war. 


The action was urged by Danish 
assembly plants and labor organi- 
zations as a means of maintain- 
ing employment in Denmark and 
reflects the recent substantial im- 
provement imthe Danish dollar ex- 
change position. 

European makes presently han- 
dled by the plants are imported 
practically complete and require 
little local assembly, — Emb., 
Copenhagen, 











of the General Customs Administration, 
although the effective date will be 
that of its publication in the Official 
Gazette, which was expected to be 
early in July.—Emb., Bogota, 


Defines Poplin Permitted Entry 


The particular characteristics re- 
quired of imported poplins falling under 
tariff item No. 527-d-3 have been defined 
by the General Customs Administration 
of Colombia. This regulation was made 
effective by resolution No. 206, May 
22, 1953. 

When a large number of textiles was 
placed on the Colombian List of Pro- 
hibited Imports on November 7, 1952 
(see Foreign Commerce Weekly, Dec. 
15, 1952, p. 10), a specific partial ex- 
ception to these import prohibitions 
was made in tariff item No. 527-d-3, 
in that the importation was permitted 
of “unprinted poplin for the manufac- 
ture of shirts, with a weight of from 
100 to 120 grams, inclusive, per square 
meter.” 

The new resolution now provides 
that such importable poplins must have 
the following characteristics: 


e Cotton’ textiles, mercerized or 
lustered, tafféta weave, of any color, 
or of threads of various colors, un- 
printed, manufactured with combed, 
carded, simple, or twisted thread, but 
not moire or gaufre. 

® Weight in grams per square meter, 
over 100 and up to 120, inclusive. 

@ Threads per linear inch: Warp, not 
less than 100; weft, half of the num- 
ber in the warp plus or minus 10 
threads.—Emb., Bogota. 


DENMARK 
Signs Agreement With Poland 


A trade agreement between Denmark 
and Poland during the 12-month period 
which began March 1, 1953, was signed 
at Warsaw on June 16, according to 
the Danish press. This agreement wag 
initialed on February 25, but signature 
was delayed because Danish coal im. 
porters were reluctant to contract for 
the quantities of coal provided for by 
the agreement, at the prices. asked. 

The Danish import list has a total] 
value of 109,600,000 crowns, nearly $16,- 
000,000, and, in addition to 1,000,000 
metric tons of coal and coke breeze, 
with a value of 87,300,000 crowns, also 
includes bunker coal, salt, chemicals, 
pharmaceuticals, liquefied gas, textile 
articles, glass and glassware, tools, and 
machines. Part of the Polish coal de. 
liveries will be payable in exchange of 
third countries and part from Danish 
balances which accumulated under the 
preceding agreement between the two 
countries. 

Danish exports are to amount to 84. 
600,000 crowns and, in addition to seeds, 
chemicals, pharmaceuticals, and ship's 
equipment, will include goods in transit, 
ship repairs, and freight services, 


GAMBIA 


Levies Additional Import Tax 


A special temporary “purchase” tax 
effective May 15, was established in 
Gambia on all imports except the es- 
sential foodstuffs rice, sorghum, millet, 
flour, and semolina. 

The tax is leviable at the rate of 
2 percent of the landed cost of the 
imported goods, including the regular 
customs duty on the goods. The tax 
will continue through December 31, but 
may be extended for an additional 
1-year period by resolution of the Leg- 
islative Council.—Gambia Gazette, May 
15, 1953. 


GUATEMALA 
Prohibits Corn Exports 


Exports of corn and corn meal were 
prohibited by the Guatemalan Ministry 
of Economy and Labor by a resolution 
effective June 9, 1953. The reason given 
for this action was the disappearance of 
the domestic corn surplus, 


ISRAEL 


Signs Agreements With Iceland 


The first trade and payments agree- 
ments between Israel and Iceland were 
signed on May 18 and will be valid for 
1 year with provision for automatic 
renewal. 

Under the terms of the trade agree- 

(Continued on Page 19) 
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TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 








IMARITIME NOTES 


The seventh edition of “Ports of the 
World” has been issued by Shipping 
World, Ltd., of London. 


New material includes information 
on additional ports, to bring the number 
af ports described to 1,800. 


Data on port accommodations, 
charges, pilotage and towing require- 
ments, ship repair facilities, port official 
and consular contacts also are included, 





Marine radio operators affiliated with 
the American Radio Association, CIO, 
have reached an agreement with East 
coast ship operators wherein the radio 
operators will have jurisdiction over the 
use of all radio communications equip- 
ment aboard ship. 


The particular point at issue was the 
use of radiotelephone equipment by 
ship’s#* masters and deck officers inde- 
pendently of radio operators. 

The agreement also calls for relocat- 


ing radiotelephone equipment to a ship’s 
radio room from the bridge. 





National Maritime Union has signed 
anew contract with steamship operators 
on the East and Gulf coasts which 
grants unlicensed seamen wage _ in- 
creases ranging from 2 to 6 percent. 

All seamen earning more than $340.73 
a month will receive a 6 percent in- 
crease. Those earning from $298.49 to 
$340.72 will get a 4 percent increase 
and those earning below $298.49 a 2 
percent increase. 

In addition unlicensed seamen receive 
fringe benefits relative to manning, 
check-off of union dues, and hiring prac- 
tices. 


Western Germany Regulates Truck 
Transport for Maximum Efficiency 


The new German central agency created to forward goods over 
long distances is intended to utilize to maximum efficiency the available 
transport system of the Federal Republic. 

This agency, created by the Motorized Goods Traffic Act passed 
by the Bundestag in September of last year and published in the 


Bundesanzeiger, official organ of the 
Federal Ministry of Justice, on October 
18, was promulgated with assurance of 
assistance from the Land authorities. 

Passage of the Traffic Act to regu- 
late German transport was the result 
of increasing competition of the long- 
distance trucking industry with the 
German railroads and inland waterway 
transportation services. 

To guarantee maximum use of Ger- 
man transport the licensing authorities 
have taken steps to reduce the number 
of permits issued to truckers engaged 
in long-distance traffic. The law also 
requires local trucking firms to obtain 
permits for operation, and thus elimi- 
nates them from participating in long- 
distance trucking. 

The German. trucking industry had 
the opportunity in 1952 of participating 
in long-distance traffic to other Euro- 
pean countries. Through this operation 
the Federal Government not only saved 
a large amount of foreign currency 
which otherwise would have been paid 
to non-German carriers for hauling Ger- 
man goods but also earned foreign cur- 
rency from international truck traffic. 


Railways in Financial Straits 


The long-distance trucking industry 
had a considerable boom and financial 
success in 1952, such as has not been 





enjoyed since the end of World War II. 
On the other hand, the financial diffi- 
culties which the Federal Railways have 
faced for several years’ increased 
markedly last year. The aim of the 
Bundesbahn to adjust tariffs to rising 
operational costs was again frustrated, 
and. revenues did not increase suffi- 
ciently to offset increased operational 
costs in the second half of the year. 


The German railway system consists 
of the Federally owned Bundesbahn, 
or German Federal Railways, and the 
so-called private railways, which are 
corporations generally owned by the 
German Laender and municipalities. 


The Bundesbahn, with 30,500 kilo- 
meters of road, 71,000 kilometers of 
standard-gage track, and 521,000 em- 
ployees, completely overshadows the 
private railways. The 235 private rail- 
ways have a total of about 6,000 kilo- 
meters of road and employ 24,000 people. 
No separate railway organization exists 
for the Western Sectors of Berlin, 
which are served by the Reichsbahn of 
the Soviet Zone. 


Only 1,700 kilometers 6f the Bundes- 
bahn’s roads, or 6.7 of the total, are 
electrified. The Bundesbahn uses 16-2/3 
phase alternating current and buys 90 


percent of its current from public utili- 
ties. ’ 





Controls on International Trade 
(Continued from Page 18) 

ment, the two countries undertake to 
facilitate trade by extending to each 
other “all facilities in force. in either 
country, for granting import and export 
licenses.” No quota provisions are in the 
agreement. 

Israel-Iceland trade over the past 3 
years has béen relatively unimportant, 
hating averaged less than 1 percent 
of Israel’s total foreign trade. However, 
trade between the two countries during 
the first quarter of 1953 increased sub- 
stantially over the corresponding period 
of 1952. 

Iceland’s exports to Israel consisted 
entirely of frozen fish, whereas Israel 
hormally exports preserved fruits to 
Iceland. During the first quarter of this 
year Israel exported, in addition, 100 
automobiles and jeeps assembled in 
Israel. 

The payments agreement provides for 
the opening of a sterling clearing ac- 


July 6, 1953 


count in the Icelandic National Bank, in 
the name of Bank Leumi le-Israel, 
through which all payments between the 
two countries shall be made with a 
swing fund of £150,000.—Emb., Tel 
Aviv; Leg., Reykjavik. 


PERU 


Exempts Some Exports From Tax 


The Peruvian Government has ex- 
empted from payment of export taxes 
all natural products and manufactures 
thereof produced in the Department of 
Loreto and exported through the Ama- 
zon River port of Iquitos. However, 
certain taxes on exports of petroleum, 
lumber, and raw hides and skins are 
not included in the exemption. ' 

The measure, put into effect by a 
decree published on June 9, was neces- 
sary to promote the economic develop- 
ment of Peru’s jungle region, for which 
Iquitos serves as the only major port.— 
Emb., Lima, 





New Books and Reports 
(Continued from Page 9) 


describes and illustrates its operation, 
and analyzes the effect of the U. S. tax on 
the way in which investment is made. 


Analyses are made also of the U. 8S. 
income tax pattern and of the tax 
structures of the Latin American coun- 
tries as deterrents or incentives to U. S. 
investment. 

Various proposals which have been 
directed at changing the present VU. S. 
income tax pattern as it relates to in- 
vestment abroad are analyzed in the 
concluding chapter. 

A chart showing the comparative re- 
sults, from the standpoint of taxes, of 
different methods of doing business in 
Latin America is included in the book. 





Ceylon’s exports of copra and coco- 
nut oil measured in terms of copra 
totaled 46,319 long tons during the 
first quarter of 1953.—Emb., Colombo. 
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Belgian Government To Reduce Subsidies 
To Railways Despite Large Deficits 


Belgian Government subsidies to the 
railways, Societe Nationale des Chemins 
de Fer Belges, will be reduced to 45" 
million francs in 1953, from 750 million 
in the preceding year, the Minister of 
Communications stated before Parlia- 
ment on May 13. 

The estimated deficit of the railways 
for 1953 amounts to about 650 mil- 
lion francs, but it is hoped that this 
amount will be reduced in the course 
of the year. 

Passenger traffic is increasing con- 
tinously, the Minister said, /and the 
railroads alone still carry more than 
60 percent of the rail and road traffic. 
He added, however, that passenger 
traffic operations were responsibile for 
more than 2 billion francs in the Bel- 
gian railroad company’s deficit. This 
loss was due, he said, to the low rates 
in effect for season tickets of all 
types, particularly those issued to work- 
ers who commute, and to important 
decreases in fares granted for social or 
patriotic reasons. Among these are re- 
ductions granted to large families, 
reserve officers, invalids of the two 
wars, and war veterans. 


Readjustment of Rates Considered 


The Minister is of the opinion that 
inasmuch as the losses incurred by 
passenger traffic can no longer be 
compensated by freight profits meas- 
ures will have to be taken to re- 
adjust rates. 


On the whole freight continues to 
show a profit, but the present system 
of rate structure is, the Minister said, 
too. varied. Consequently expensive 
goods, which pay high rates, are moved 
by other means whenever possible, 
whereas other goods, having favorable 
rates, continue to use the railroads, and 
thus a deficit is left for the latter 
traffic. Revision of the lower rate 
schedules or at least a reduction in 
number of such rates in. existence will 
be necessary. 

The Minister recalled the measures 


suggested since 1949 for balancing the 
railroad budget and reducing Govern- 
ment subsidies, that is, to restore the 
management’s complete responsibility 
for adjusting freight and passenger 
rates and Government subsidies and 
cutting down expenditures with the 
exception of reducing salaries. 

Up to the present time 175 kilometers 
of railroad line has been electrified and 
put into operation, and by the end of 
1956 about 790 kilometers will have 
been electrified. Electrified lines will 
represent 16 percent of the railroad 
network and will handle 40 percent 
of gross goods traffic and 50 percent of 
passenger traffic. 





Wireless Telephone Opens 
Between Iraq and Kuwait 


A direct wireless telephone service 
was opened on June 6 between Iraq 


and Kuwait for 1 hour between 11 a.m. 
and 12 noon, Iraq time, the Iraqi Direc- 
tor General of Posts and Telegraphs 
has announced. 


The rate is 1.125 Iraqi dinars for the 
first 3 minutes of conversation or part 
thereof and 0.375 dinar for each addi- 
tional minute. The report charge, or 
charge when a call cannot be put 
through, is 200 fils. (1 dinar, or 1,000 
fils = US$2.80 par value.) 





Norwegian Vessel Launched 


The motor cargo vessel Hoegh Aig- 
lonne has been launched at the Jos. 
Boel & Fils Shipyard at Tamise near 
Antwerp, Belgium. 

This vessel is the second of a series 
of three; built for Leif Hoegh & Co., of 
Oslo, Norway, and when commissioned 
late in July will operate on the North 
Sea-West and South Africa route. 

The three hatches are equipped with 
1 derrick of 20 tons, 2 of 10 tons, 2 of 
5 tons, and 2 cranes of 3 tons. There 
is also 1 deep cargo tank. 


Needed Road Construction 
Progresses in Uganda 


Uganda spent about £200,000 on its 
highways in 1952. Work included the 
completion of a tarmac road between 
Kampala and Jinja and the construc- 
tion of a causeway and a bridge aeross 
the Kazinga Channel connecting Lakes 
George and Edward. Bridges over the 
Kafu and Sezibwa Rivers were nearly 
completed. 


Only a small amount of hard-surfac- 
ing was done during the year. Though 
the main roads in Uganda are being im- 
proved slowly, most of them are gravel- 
surfaced and unable to carry heavy 
traffic, and many are impassable in 
bad weather. Improved transportation, 
to support the country’s industrial de- 
velopment program, is recognized as a 
pressing need, 

More mechanical equipment and 
maintenance teams were used last year 
than in 1951. Maintenance was difficult 
because of a shortage of good unskilled 


labor, together with a great increase in 
traffic. 





Production of edible fats and oils in 
the Netherlands in 1953 is expected to 
remain about the same as last year’s 
output of 120,000 short tons, fat con- 
tent, or about half of annual require- 
ments.—Emb., The Hague. 
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